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Biloxi  chapl 


remembers 
day  he  buried  Ernie  Pyle 


By  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams  » 

Nathaniel  B.  Saucier  was  85  on  ‘The  firing  was  in  sight  of  the  and  they  got  married  in  1922,  the  night 
George  Washington’s  birthday  —  and  cemetery  where  I  was  then,”  Saucier  of  their  graduation.  .  iw 

his.  Until  his  retirement  at  69,  he  was  remembers.  “I  knew  Ernie  Pyle  was  For  a  few  years  he  farmed,  but  in  c|| 
the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast’s  first  full-  in  the  area,  but  I  never  got  to  meet  1927  he  felt  God  calling  him  to  preach  H 
time  VA  chaplain.  And  during  World  him.  My  normal  place  would  have  With  a  wife  and  three  children,  he  ffl 
War  II  he  helped  to  bury  the  much  lov-  been  where  he  had  spent  the  night,  by  finished  Mississippi  College  and  New  Lj§ 
ed  war  correspondent,  Ernie  Pyle,  the  headquarters,  near  the  aid  sta-  Orleans  Seminary,  preaching  in  part-  H 
Saucier  and  his  wife,  Macy,  live  at  tions.”  time  churches  and  working  as  HI 

120  Bay  Vista  Drive,  Biloxi.  Their  Usually  the  chaplain  would  not  have  maintenance  man  at  the  college.  Two  p|r 
church,  Bay  Vista,  where  he  teaches  been  assigned  to  retrieving  bodies,  but  of  his  pastorates  were  McCall  Creek 
the  older  men’s  Sunday  School  class,  officers  were  in  short  supply.  His  com-  and  (some  years  later)  Woolmarket.  jflj 
gave  a  party  to  celebrate  both  their  manding  officer  told  him  that  Pyle  During  the  Depression  he  worked  in  JIG 
birthdays.  ( Hers  is  March  2. )  had  been  killed  in  the  rounds  of  gun-  Civilian  Conservation  Corps  camps  in  w 

Forty-one  years  ago,  on  April  18,  Er-  fire  they  had  just  witnessed  from  a  Alabama  and  North  Carolina.  After  iH 
nie  Pyle  died  on  a  Pacific  island  from  distance,  and  instructed  him  to  take  the  war,  around  1947,  he  and  his  family 
an  enemy  sniper’s  bullet.  The  some  volunteers  and  pick  up  the  body,  moved  from  Coffeeville  to  Biloxi  and 
chaplain,  who  went  with  litter  bearer  Soldiers  built  a  coffin  from  boards,  *  he  became  the  first  full-time  chaplain  V 
to  retrieve  his  body  and  who  read  the  and  Saucier  conducted  the  ten-minute  for  the  Veterans  Administration 
funeral  service,  was  a  Mississippian,  funeral  ceremony.  Pyle  was  buried  Medical  Center  in  Biloxi.  This  he  con- 
Nathaniel  Saucier.  with  his  helmet  on,  at  the  chaplain’s  tinued  until  his  retirement  16  years  sen 

Saucier  was  a  regimental  chaplain  insistence.  ‘The  way  we  thought  he  ago.  T 

with  the  77th  Infantry  Division,  “le  would  have  wanted  it,”  Saucier  said.  VA  chaplains  marked  the  service’s  Atl; 
Shima  was  a  small  island.”  he  Navy,  Marine  Corps,  and  Army  were  40th  anniversary  in  February  this  thei 
remembers,  “within  sight  of  all  represented  at  the  service  year,  in  a  program  at  Gulfport  Ii 

Okinawa.”  Actually,  it  was  ten  miles  Pyle  was  buried  on  Ie  about  a  hun- 
square,  and  inhabited  by  fishermen  dred  yards  from  the  shore  of  the  E?ast 
and  hog-raisers.  On  it  the  Japanese  China  Sea,  in  a  long  row  of  graves, 
had  installed  three  airstrips.  After  the  war  the  body  was  moved  to 

The  Story  of  Ernie  Pyle,  a  book  by  an  Army  cemetery  on  Okinawa  and 
Lee  G.  Miller,  recounts  the  events  of  then  to  the  National  Memorial 
that  time.  He  says  that  Major  General  Cemetery  of  the  Pacific  in  Punchbowl 
A.  D.  Bruce,  commanding  officer  of  Crater  near  Honolulu, 
the  77th  Infantry  Division,  went  As  chaplain,  Saucier  wrote  the  next 
abroad  the  command  ship,  the  Pana-  of  kin  of  every  soldier  he  held  funeral 
mint,  with  orders  to  seize  Ie  Shima.  rites  for.  Hence  he  wrote  Pyle’s  wife. 

His  assault  was  scheduled  for  April  16,  Jerry,  in  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico. 

1945.  However,  she  did  not  answer,  as  she 

Ernie  Pyle  had  spent  a  lot  of  time  ,-was  ill  of  cancer.  She  died  the  follow- 
in  Europe,  as  well  as  the  Pacific,  ing  Nov.  23. 
reporting  on  the  war,  and  he  had  writ-  £>n  April  18,  1945,  President 
ten  his  wife  that  he  didn’t  plan  “to  do  Roosevelt  had  been  dead  for  six  days, 
any  more  landings.”  So  he  waited  un-  President  Harry  Truman  said  on 
til  April  17  to  go  ashore  at  Ie  Shima.  radio:  “The  nation  is  quickly  sadden- 
General  Bruce  surprised  the  enemy  ed  again  by  the  death  of  Ernie  Pyle, 
by  sending  his  troops  in  over  a  No  man  in  his  way  has  so  well  told  the 
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Baptists  joined 
others  to  prevent  bloodshed 
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I'M  PRAYING 
FOR  YOU." 


Lottery  and  Legislature 


The  lottery  issue  has  been  introduc-  such  decisions.  We  don’t  have  a  pure 
ed  into  the  Legislature  again.  It’s  democracy  in  which  the  people  would 
chances  may  not  be  very  good ;  but  all  vote  on  every  issue.  That  would  be 
while  it’s  there,  it  has  a  chance.  And  choatic.  The  Legislature  has  to  be  able 
that’s  a  chance  we  don't  want  to  have  to  make  such  decisions,  or  it  is  of  lit- 
to  take.  The  longer  it  stays  alive,  the  tie  value. 

more  its  supporters  will  have  an  op-  Granted,  it  will  take  a  vote  by  the 
portunity  to  sway  the  minds  of  those  people  to  establish  a  lottery,  for  it  will 
who  will  make  the  decision.  take  a  constitution  amendment.  The 

Paul  Jones,  executive  director  of  the  Legislature  can’t  simply  say  it  should 
Mississippi  Baptist  Christian  Action  be  left  up  to  the  people,  however.  The 
Commission,  tells  me  that  the  House  members  of  that  body  must  decide 
Ways  and  Means  Committee,  which  is  whether  or  not  they  feel  a  lottery  is 
the  committee  considering  aspects  of  warranted  and  needed  and  how  much 
a  state-run  lottery,  has  lowered  its 

sights  on  first-year  income  from  the  II  ^  I  T  _  a 

first  mentioned  50  to  75  million  dollars  H  0  I  M  T  |J  |  i 

to  7.5  million  dollars.  That  is  a  drastic 

drop  but  still  beyond  actual  expecta-  , 

tions.  Other  states  have  found  that  it  Baptist  Press  statistics  on  hunger 
takes  four  or  five  years  to  recoup  the  have  been  released,  and  they  present 
initial  expenses  so  that  the  state  can  startling  figures.  From  reading  the  in- 
begin  to  make  money  on  the  operation  formation  it  is  apparant  that  17  to  19 
of  a  state-run  lottery.  If  the  income  million  people  in  Africa  are  facing 
from  the  lottery  is  supposed  to  replace  critical  hunger  conditions, 
other  income  to  be  used  for  public  Six  nations  have  been  tabbed  as  be- 
schools.  that  will  leave  the  schools  in  ing  “critically  affected,”  but  there  are 
a  problem  others  where  hunger  is  a  very  real 

Last  week  1  was  running  an  errand  problem, 
at  noon  in  my  car  and  heard  a  The  six  nations  are  Angola,  Mozam- 
Jackson  talk  radio  station  discussing 

the  lottery  proposition.  The  talk  show  •  • 

host  was  saying  that  the  legislators  (rUCSt  OtPlTtlO 
should  let  the  people  of  the  state  i 

decide.  The  problem  with  that  is  that 

the  people  have  already  decided.  A  ^  \/0  ||  f|  0 

lottery  is  unconstitutional  in  w  w 

Mississippi. 

For  the  Legislature  to  say  that  it 
refuses  to  make  the  decision  and  will 
simply  leave  it  up  to  the  people  is  for  % 

that  body  to  abdicate  its  responsibili¬ 
ty.  The  members  of  the  Legislature  More  prayer,  planning,  and 
were  elected  by  the  people  to  make  preparation  has  gone  into  -“Good  News 

America  God  Loves  You” 


harm  it  will  do  if  it  is  put  into  opera¬ 
tion.  Then  if  they  decide  that  a  lottery 
is  the  way  to  go,  the  people  will  make 
the  final  choice.  The  legislators  are 
out  on  the  Firing  line,  however,  and 
cannot  escape  their  responsibility  to 
make  a  decision 

Surely  they  realize  that  a  lottery 
would  be  an  unsatisfactory  method  of 
raising  money  for  public  schools.  The 
fact  that  the  schools  would  get  no 
more  money  but  would  be  at  the  mer¬ 
cy  of  the  whims  of  lottery  ticket  pur¬ 
chasers  is  unthinkable. 


Good  News  America 
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State  Baptists  give 
$402,673  for  hunger 


In  1985,  Mississippi  Baptists  gave  a 
total  of  $402,673  to  world  hunger.  That 
is  $1,944  to  domestic  hunger  through 
the  Home  Mission  Board,  and  $400,729 
to  foreign  hunger  through  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board. 

The  1985  amount  was  a  70.95  percent 
jump  over  Mississippi  giving  in  1984 
which  totaled  $235,557.  Per  Baptist 
giving  in  1985  totaled  $.62. 

In  November  the  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  Board  voted  to  divide 
all  undesignated  hunger  receipts  from 
churches  on  an  80-20  split  between  the 
FMB  and  HMB. 

Richard  Alford  df  the 
Cooperative  Missions  Department 
of  the  MBCB.  reports  that  so  far  in 
1986,  a  total  of  $15,300  in  hunger 
funds  from  the  HMB  have  been 
distributed  in  the  state,  much  of  it 
going  to  individual  churches  which 
are  setting  up  food  pantries. 


Eleven  of  the  37  state  Baptist  con¬ 
ventions  last  year  more  than  doubled 
their  world  hunger  contributions  of 
1984,  helping  to  boost  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  to  a  record-shattering  $11.8 
million  in  gifts  to  the  denomination’s 
program  of  worldwide  hunger  relief. 

Convention-wide,  the  total  of  $11.8 
million  represented  an  increase  of 
more  than  $4.6  million  —  or  65  percent 
—  over  the  previous  record,  set  in 
1984. 

In  1983,  Arkansas  Baptists  gave 


$28,345  to  the  world  hunger  funds.  In 

1984,  they  more  than  doubled  that 
amount,  contributing  $63,253.  And  in 

1985,  they  gave  $392,842  —  more  than 
five  times  the  1984  total. 

Tennessee  Baptists  gave  $62,220  in 
1983,  $171,966  (a  176  percent  increase) 
in  1984  and  $567,269  (a  230  percent  in¬ 
crease)  last  year. 

In  terms  of  total  dollars,  Texas,  the 
largest  state  convention,  once  again 
was  No.  1,  with  $1,921,962.  That 
amount  accounted  for  16.2  percent  of 
the  total  contributions  to  the  hunger 
relief  funds  administered  by  the  two 
mission  boards. 

While  Texas  was  the  only  state  con¬ 
vention  to  give  more  than  $1  million 
in  1984,  three  other  state  conventions 
topped  the  $1  million  mark  in  1985  — 
North  Carolina  ($1,309,421),  Georgia 
($1,067,411)  and  Virginia  ($1,036,285). 
South  Carolina  was  No.  5  in  1985  with 
$904,120. 

In  terms  of  per  capita  giving,  six 
state  conventions  contributed  an 
average  of  more  than  $1  per  person  for 
the  year:  New  England  ($1.76), 
Virginia  ($1.75),  Hawaii  ($1.61),  New 
York  ($1.43),  South  Carolina  ($1.31) 
and  North  Carolina  ($1.14).  Texas,  the 
leader  in  total  dollars,  contributed  81 
cents  per  capita  for  1985,  very  near  the 
convention-wide  per  capita  figure  of 
82  cents. 

At  the  lower  end  of  the  scale,  several 
state  conventions  average  less  than  30 
cents  per  capita  for  1985. 


Ethnics  lead  SBC  in  new 
Sunday  Schools,  baptisms 


MIAMI  (BP)  —  Nearly  70  percent 
of  the  890  new  Sunday  schools 
established  in  the  last  five  years  were 
started  by  ethnic  and  language 
groups,  the  director  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Home  Mission  Board’s 
language  missions  division  told  a  na¬ 
tional  leadership  conference  in 
Miami. 

Oscar  I.  Romo,  who  directs 
Southern  Baptists’  missions  work 
with  83  ethnic  groups  in  the  United 
States,  also  reported  that  the  ratio  of 
baptisms  (conversions)  to  church 


members  for  ethnic  congregations  far 
exceeded  that  of  Anglo  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  congregations. 

While  the  denomination  averages 
one  conversion  for  every  38  members, 
in  many  cases  the  ethnic  ratio  is  one 
to  10,  Romo  told  participants  of  the 
Language  Missions  Leadership 
Conference. 

In  addition,  the  churches  ranking 
highest  in  per  capita  giving  during  the 
same  time  period  were  all  ethnic  con¬ 
gregations,  he  said. 

(Continued  on  page  8) 


Nursing  Fellowship  organizes 


Mississippi  Baptist  Nursing  Fellowship  officers  are,  from  L  to  R.  Pat  White,  presi¬ 
dent;  Marion  Fosberg,  vice  president;  Shirley  Chapman,  program  chairman;  Janice 
Pierce,  secretary-treasurer;  Joyce  Davis,  missionary  nurse  liaison;  Regina  Gunter, 
service  chairman;  Ashely  McCaleb,  Baptist  women  consultant,  state  WMU  depart¬ 
ment.  Officers  not  pictured:  Ruby  Morrison,  nursing  student  liaison;  Carol  Lawrence, 
membership  chairman;  Rachel  Smith,  heritage  chairman;  Mary  Holyfield,  resource 
person.  (Story  on  page  8) 


Curtis  and  Jo  Ellis 


HMB  appoints  couple 
with  Mississippi  ties 


Curtis  and  Jo  Ellis,  formerly  of 
Mississippi,  were  appointed  mis¬ 
sionaries  by  directors  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Home  Mission  Board  in 
Atlanta. 

Ellis  was  elected  director  of 
associational  missions  for  the  Hi-Line 
and  Big  Sky  associations  in  Montana. 

Ellis,  57,  originally  from  Louisiana, 
has  been  pastor  of  First  Church,  For¬ 
syth,  Mont.,  since  last  July.  From 
1981-85  Ellis  was  president  of 
Yellowstone  Baptist  College,  Billings. 
Mont.,  and  from  1979-81  was  a  facul¬ 
ty  member  of  Yellowstone. 

He  has  served  as  pastor  of  several 


Baptist  churches  including  Em¬ 
manuel,  Billings;  Raymond,  Ray¬ 
mond,  Miss. ;  and  Eudora,  Hernando, 
Miss.  From  1969-73  he  was  pastor- 
advisor  to  the  Hinds  Junior  College 
Baptist  Student  Union  in  Raymond. 

Ellis  is  a  graduate  of  Louisiana  Col¬ 
lege,  Pineville.  and  New  Orleans 
Seminary.  In  1969  he  received  the  elec¬ 
torate  of  theology  degree  in  missions 
and  religion  from  New  Orleans. 

Jo  Ann  Ellis,  a  native  of  Arkansas, 
was  appointed  for  church  and  family 
work  by  the  board.  A  former  teacher. 
Mrs.  Ellis  taught  in  Raymond,  Miss., 
and  Jennings.  La 


©l|r  laptist  Kmirii 


Home  Board  votes  to  keep 
Atlanta  as  headquarters 


ATLANTA  ( BP)  —  Directors  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission 
Board  voted  to  keep  the  agency’s 
headquarters  in  Atlanta  rather  than 
relocate  elsewhere  in  the  city  or 
nation. 

The  vote  came  on  the  heels  of  a 
report  by  the  board’s  long  range  site 
committee  which  recommended  the 
board  remain  in  its  midtown  Atlanta 
location  and  develop  the  property  as 
future  needs  necessitate. 

Site  committee  chairman  Marvin 
Prude  of  Birmingham,  Ala.,  in 
presenting  the  report  during  the 
board’s  March  meeting,  said  the  com¬ 
mittee  ruled  out  a  relocation  due  to 
the  general  economy  and  inade¬ 
quacies  of  proposed  cities. 

The  committee,  appointed  in  March 
1984,  studied  but  then  eliminated  13 
metro  Atlanta  locations  as  well  as  five 
cities.  Cities  considered  were  Dallas; 
Denver;  Fort  Wort^i,  Texas;  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  and  Oklahoma  City. 

Citing  land  costs  of  up  to  $200,000 


per  acre  in  the  vicinity  and  a  current 
location  considered  ideal  by  area 
developers.  Prude  said  the  committee 
felt  the  agency  should  maintain  the 
site  it  has  occupied  since  1968.  The 
report  also  said  the  location  current¬ 
ly  includes  room  for  expansion  as  long 
range  plans  develop. 

In  other  business.  Travis  Wiginton 
of  Norman.  Qkla.,  was  re-elected 
chairman  of  the  board  and  Prude  was 
given  a  second  term  as  first  vice 
chairman.  Wiginton  is  pastor  of 
Bethel  Baptist  Church,  Norman. 
Prude  is  a  retired  Birmingham,  Ala., 
businessman. 

D.  F.  Norman  of  Atlanta  was  re¬ 
elected  second  vice  chairman  while 
Frank  Wells  of  Atlanta  was  elected 
secretary.  Barbara  Fain  of  Atlanta 
was  re-elected  assistant  secretary. 

In  a  major  staff  appointment,  Huey 
D.  Perry  of  Conyers,  Ga.,  director  of 
institutional  and  business-industrial 
chaplaincy  for  the  board,  was  pro¬ 
moted  to  director  of  the  board’s 


chaplaincy  division. 

Perry,  49.  will  succeed  A.  Carl  Hart, 
who  took  early  retirement  at  the  end 
of  1985  and  now  is  chaplain  for  Motor 
Transport  Inc.,  based  in  nearby 
Decatur.  Later  in  the  meeting,  the 
board  adopted  a  resolution  expressing 
appreciation  for  the  work  of  Hart,  and 
of  Leon  oar  C.  Adams,  who  retired  in 
February  as  administrative  assistant 
to  the  president  after  42  years  with  the 
board. 

The  board  also  named  Thang 
Nguyen  national  ethnic  missionary 
for  Vietnamese  church  growth  in  the 
language  missions  division.  In  the 
new  position,  Nguyen  will  initiate 
work  among  Vietnamese,  be  a  consul¬ 
tant  in  development  of  programs  and 
materials,  and  assist  in  refugee 
resettlement. 

Responding  to  a  request  by  the  1985 
resolutions  committee  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  the  board  con¬ 
cluded  after  a  study  by  its  interfaith 
(Continued  on  page  4) 


Former  lay  president  Cooper 
responds  to  Criswell  comments 


YAZOO  CITY,  Miss  (BP)  -  The 
last  layman  to  serve  as  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  president  has  respond¬ 
ed  with  “consternation”  to  another 
former  president  who  has  said  the 
pastor  is  the  “ruler”  of  the  church. 

“Sweeping  statements  that  the 
pastor  is  the  ‘ruler’  of  the  church  and 
thus  making  subservient  vessels  of 
other  church  members  cannot  go  un¬ 
challenged  or  unanswered,”  said 
Owen  Cooper  of  Yazoo  City,  Miss., 
SBC  president  from  1972  to  1974. 

Cooper  referred  to  a  comment 
made  by  W.  A.  Criswell,  pastor  of 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Dallas  and 
SBC  president  from  1968  to  1970,  dur¬ 


ing  the  closing  session  of  the  “School 
of  the  Prophets”  at  First  Baptist  of 
Dallas  in  late  February. 

In  response  to  a  question  about 
“shared  ministry”  between  pastors, 
church  staff  and  laypeople,  Criswell 
said:  “A  laity-led,  layman-led, 
deacon-led  church  will  be  a  weak 
church  anywhere  on  God’s  earth.  The 
pastor  is  the  ruler  of  the  church. 
There  is  no  other  thing  than  that  in  the 
Bible.”  \ 

In  a  prepared  statement,  Cooper 
asked  if  lay  leadership  is  unbiblical 
when  it  is  used  to  challenge  the 
authority  of  a  pastor  who  is  acting  in 
an  un-Christian  manner  or  when  it 


counters  pastoral  authority  which  “is 
used  to  destroy  faith  in  the  Bible  or 
undermine  the  support  of  the  SBC.” 

“Obviously  there  are  exceptions, 
and  where  to  draw  the  line  as  to  pro¬ 
per  Tulership’  in  a  church  can  be  a 
matter  of  endless  debate,  and  conjec¬ 
ture,”  Cooper  said. 

However,  he  cited  historical  prece¬ 
dent  :  “Baptists  have  traditionally  in¬ 
terpreted  as  biblical  the  ‘priesthood  of 
all  believers’  and  the  lack  of  distinc¬ 
tion  among  the  people  of  God.  They 
have  recognized  there  are  different 
functions  within  the  ‘laos’  (laity),  but 
there  is  no  priestly  or  authoritative 
(Continued  on  page  8) 
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Hunger  experts  warn 
Africa  crisis  not  over 


Baptist  Joint  Committee 
adopts  infiltration  view 

R »'  k'athv  Po  Ian 


By  David  Wilkinson 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)— While  ted,  reasonably  good  rains”  for  the 
the  Africa  hunger  crisis  may  no  1986  growing  season,  he  said,  and  if 
longer  be  Page  One  news,  two  the  rains  continue,  the  country  “may 
Southern  Baptist  hunger  experts  have  be  in  a  po§p«n  to  do  slightly  better 
warned  that  the  crisis  is  far  from  over,  than  last  year.”  Nevertheless,  “those 

“Tremendous  progress  has  been  people  are  extremely  vulnerable, 
made,  but  to  breathe  a  sigh  of  relief  They  are  living  on  the  edge  of  human 
when  millions  of  people  still  face  existence.” 

critical  food  shortages  would  be  Parham  said  the  United  Nations  Of- 
premature  and  potentially  disas-  fice  for  Emergency  Operations  in 
trous,”  said  Robert  Parham,  director  Africa  still  includes  six  nations  on  its 
of  hunger  concerns  for  the  Southern  “critically  affected”  list: 

Baptist  Christian  Life  Commission.  —Angola,  with  more  than  500,000 

Parham  said  desperately-needed  people  facing  severe  food  shortages 
rains  in  some  areas,  combined  with  while  civil  war  disrupts  the  economy 
millions  of  dollars  in  international  aid,  and  hampers  agricultural  recovery ; 
have  relieved  the  famine  cjisis  in 
some  countries,  Parham  said.  Never¬ 
theless,  17  to  19  million  Africans  this 
year  will  require  emergency 
assistance  because  of  continued  food 
shortages. 

John  Cheyne,  Southern  Baptist 
Foreign  Mission  Board  senior  consul¬ 
tant  for  human  needs  ministries, 
pointed  out  Africa  is  still  “only  one 
minor  drought  away  from  utter 
catastrophe.”  Cheyne  recently 
surveyed  Southern  Baptist  ministries 
in  famine-stricken  Ethiopia  where  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  has  channel¬ 
ed  $4  milliqp  for  hunger  relief  and 
development. 

Ethiopia  has  benefitted  from  “spot- 


By  Kathy  Palen 

Jim  Mattox  expressing  the  view  cur-  ehes,  USA;  two  from  Baptist  General 
rent  practices  involving  Bible  chairs  Conference;  three  from  National  Bap- 
on  campuses  of  state  universities  in  tist  Convention  of  America ;  two  from 
the  state  run  afoul  of  the  First  Amend-  National  Baptist  Convention,  USA 
ment’s  establishment  clause.  Inc. ;  three  from  North  American 

The  committee  heard  a  progress  Baptist  Conference;  three  from  Pro 
report  concerning  representation  on  gressive  National  Baptist  Convention 
the  Baptist  Joint  Committee.  Current-  Inc. ;  and  three  from  Seventh  Day 
ly,  the  committee’s  governing  board  Baptist  General  Conference, 
includes  15  representatives  from  the  Kathy  Palen  writes  for  the  Baptist 
SBC;  11  from  American  Baptist  Chur-  Joint  Committee. 


Guidelines  approved 
for  SBC  news  service 


BEST  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN 

Deluxe  Tour,  August  4-19 

Escorted  by 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  McLeod 

For  information,  call  (601)  544-0100 
or  (601)  268-9085 


when  less  intrusive  means  of  in-  NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP) —Opera-  news  sources,  and  with  the  users  of 

vestigation  or  fact  gathering  are  tional  guidelines  for  Baptist  Press,  the  the  news. 

available.  We  lament  the  chilling  ef-  news  service  of  the  Southern  Baptist  “To  achieve  its  ultimate  purpose, 
feet  upon  worship,  prayer,  faith,  and  Convention,  were  adopted  during  the  the  news  service  must  be  both  highly 
fellowship  freely  exercised  when  wor-  February  meeting  of  the  SBC  Ex-  professional  in  its  journalistic  func- 
ship  services  are  invaded  through  the  ecutive  Committee.  tion  and  highly  useful  as  one  specializ- 

use  of  electronic  eavesdropping  equip-  Purpose  of  the  news  service,  as  ed  means  employed  in  the  broad 
ment.  We  abhor  government  agents’  stated  in  the  guidelines,  is  “to  report  denominational  effort  to  bring  all  per- 
fraudulent  use  of  the  name  of  Jesus  factually  and  fairly  the  news  of,  about  sons  to  God  through  Jesus  Christ,”  the 
Christ  to  gain  access  to  the  household  and  for  Southern  Baptists.”  guidelines  concluded, 

of  faith.”  The  guidelines  acknowledge  that  The  set  of  13  guidelines  have  been 

The  task  force  that  drafted  the  posi-  ownership  and  management  of  Bap-  in  preparation  for  more  than  a  year, 
tion  statement  was  set  up  last  year  tist  Press  is  vested  in  the  Executive  according  to  BP  Director  Wilmer  C. 
following  a  report  of  alleged  church  Committee  “to  provide  the  required  Fields,  who  characterized  them  as  a 
infiltration  by  U.S.  Immigration  and  freedom  and  responsibility  necessary  summary  statement  of  what  Baptist 
Naturalization  Service  agents  and  for  the  benefit  of  Southern  Baptists.”  Press  already  has  been  doing  for 
paid  informants,  who  tape  recorded  »The  ,^,5  servjce  wjji  strive  to  be  >'ears 

worship  services  in  Phoenix,  Tucson,  factual  and  fair  as  objective  as  possi-  The  cal1  for  guidelines  for  the 
and  Scottsdale,  Ariz.  bie,  staying  not  only  in  the  bounds  of  f-year-old  organization  came  in 

The  position  statement  also  calls  legality  but  also  at  a  high  level  of  pro-  September  1984,  after  Houston  ap- 
upon  Baptists  to  be  alert  to  govern-  fessionaj  and  Christian  ethics,”  the  P*als  court  Jud8e  1,3111  Premier,  a 
ment  intrusion  into  churches  and  to  guidelines  say  '  member  of  the  Executive  Committee, 

report  any  such  intrusions  to  the  Bap-  ~  .  ...  .  ♦  .  •  .  _  complained  the  news  service  was  un- 

tist  Joint  Committee.  ^  euidelines  sav  that  BaDtist  Press  fa,r  to  h,m  ,n  two  stones  concerning 

A  proposed  resolution  introduced  by  are  exDLted  to  be  Dositive  016  a,,eged  of  a  telePhone 

Albert  Lee  Smith,  a  Southern  Baptist  cSKddi ng  tha^wten  When  Paines  were  presented 

representative  from  Birmingham,  S  {<*  adoption  at  the  February  1986 


BAPTIST  BIBLE  INSTITUTE 

Graceville,  Florida 

“Equipping  the  Called'  ’ 

BBI  is  a  unique  Southern  Baptist  theological 
institution,  owned  by  the  Florida  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention,  but  open  to  all  evangelicals. 

The  curriculum  gives  a  strong  background  in 
Bible,  practical  theology,  religious  education, 
church  music,  and  Greek.  A  general  education 
core  is  required  for  diplomas  and  degrees. 
Degrees  =  130  semester  hrs. 

Diplomas  =  98  semester  hrs. 

Ministers  who  attend  BBI  find  placement  in  the 
tri-state  churches: 

Florida  churches  employ  approximately  600 
Alabama  churches  employ  approximately  400 
Georgia  churches  employ  approximately  200 

If  you  have  answered  God’s  call  to  service, 
answer  God’s  call  to  study  and  prepare.  Attend 
BBI  and  graduate  to  greater  service! 

For  more  information,  write  or  call: 

Dean 

Baptist  Bible  Institute 
1306 -College  Drive 
Graceville,  FL  32440 
(904)  263-3261 


15  -  Passenger  Church  Vans 

We  specialize  in  Church  Vans,  both  12  and  15 
passenger.  We  sell  to  all  churches  for  factory  cost  plus 
$145.00  for  service.  We  also  carry  used  Vans.  Call  for 
more  information.  Ask  for  Reggie  Frierson.  (601) 
798-8682. 

RS.  We  also  have  a  special  lease  plan  for  the  clergy 
on  any  Ford,  Lincoln,  or  Mercury. 

Ddb  Herring  Ford-Lincoln  -  Mercury 


Picayune,  MS  39466 


Hiinfay,'  March  at,  11 


BAPTIST  RECOtD  PACE  S 


Letters  to  the  edhor  must  be  limited 
to  3N  words  ud  the  editor  reserves 
the  right  to  trim  those  that  are  longer. 
Editorial  prerogatives  must  be 
reserved  until  all  circumstances  and 
the  opinions  of  the  letter  writers  do 
not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the 
staff  of  the  Baptist  Record,. 


Church  information 

Editor: 

This  year  is  the  100th  anniversary 
of  the  organization  of  Turnpike  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  Pontotoc,  MS.  A  commit¬ 
tee  is  presently  working  to  compile  in¬ 
formation  regarding  ttye  church’s 
history.  The  following  is  a  listing  of 
previous  pastors: 


Hamp  Winters 
Tom  Winters 
W.  L.  Brown 
John  Jennings 
George  Wages 
Bilbo  Lively 
Johnny  McMillan 
L.  L.  Owens 
Sylvester  Hearn 
Millard  Sweeny 


David  Tidwell 
Junior  Ritchie 
James  Moody 
Bill  Windham 
James  Sprayberry 
Stark  Aldridge 
Jerry  Glover 
Bobby  Caples 
Eudene  Tutor 


If  any  family  members  of  these  ex¬ 
pastors  or  any  previous  church 
members  of  Turnpike  Baptist  Church 
has  information  regarding  the 
church’s  history,  please  contact  the 
following: 

Mrs.  Dora  Day 
Route  5 

Pontotoc,  MS  38863 
(601)  489-7444 
Mrs.  Joan  Burk 
Route  7 

Pontotoc,  MS  38863 
(601)  489-4666 


Lottery  opposition 

Editor: 

The  Liberty  Baptist  Church  of 
Liberty,  Miss.,  composed  of  647 
members,  met  in  regular  business 
session  on  March  5,  1986.  The  follow¬ 
ing  resolution  was  passed  by 
unanimous  vote: 

Resolution : 

Be  it  hereby  resolved  that  the  Liber 
-^tv  Baptist  Church  is  absolutely  oppos¬ 
ed  to  any  form  of  legalized  gambling, 
including  a  state-run  lottery. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  this  church  that 
gambling,  in  any  form,  including  a  lot¬ 
tery,  is  morally  wrong  and  does  much 
to  discourage  the  protestant  work 
ethic  that  has  made  the  free  enter¬ 
prise  system  in  America  great.  We 
believe  it  is  important  to  pass  along 
to  future  generations  this  vital  work 
ethic 

Therefore,  we  call  upon  our  public¬ 
ly  elected  officials  to  act  responsibly 
and  represent  the  will  of  the  people  of 
Mississippi  by  working  to  defeat  any 
legislation  that  would  permit  legaliz¬ 
ed  gambling  in  any  form,  including  a 
state  lottery. 

Steven  R.  Petty,  pastor 
Liberty  Baptist  Church 
Liberty 


Opposition  to  lottery 

Editor: 

I  have  just  finished  reading  your  ar¬ 
ticle,  “Lottery  may  not  be  dead” 
(February  27),  and  I  frit  compelled  to 
give  you  my  support 
As  a  full-time  college  student,  I 
hear  quite  a  few  topics  discussed 
among  the  students,  and  the  state  lot¬ 


tery  bill  comes  up  quite  often.  It  is  be 
ing  presented  as  all  good;  but  if  the 
lottery  bill  is  revived  and  passed,  we 
will  begin  to  see  a  different  side  We 
will  see-more  poverty  because  the 
poor  people  of  MississippLwill  spend 
all  their  money  for  lottery  tickets  hop¬ 
ing  to  win  a  lot  more  money,  and  when 
their  lottery  number  is  not  picked  they 
will  lose  the  money  they  invested  in 
lottery  tickets. 

I  have  been  a  member  of  a  local 
Baptist  church  for  several  years  and 
have  worked  in  a  position  where  1  saw 
many  people  come  to  the  church  for 
help.  I  do  not  know  of  a  time  when 
anyone  was  turned  away  if  he  really 
needed  help.  Most  of  our  churches  are 
administering  to  the  needs  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  If  all  the  people  in  Mississip¬ 
pi  would  do  their  part  in  taking  care 
of  the  people  who  desperately  need 
our  help,  the  state  could  spend  the 
money  in  other  needed  areas,  such  as 
education,  and  we  would  not  need  a 
state  lottery. 

If  the  lottery  bill  is  revived,  I  hope 
the  Christian  people  will  get  in  touch 
with  their  senators  and  express  their 
opposition  to  the  lottery  bill. 

Ree  Scruggs 
Jackson 

Support  for  Armstrong 

Editor: 

I  read  Beth  Dowdy’s  letter  from 
Holly  Springs  with  tears  in  my  eyes. 
It’s  hard  to  believe  a  Christian  could 
say  that  it  “was  unworthy  to  Southern 
Baptists  that  they  should  report  the 
demise  of  a  cult  leader.” 

I  am  a  Southern  Baptist,  but  I  had 
love  and  great  respect  for  Dr.  Herbert 
Armstrong.  I  have  read  some  of  his 
books,  magazines,  and  letters;  and 
never  have  I  read  anything  from  any 
Southern  Baptist  more  dedicated  to 
the  teachings  of  the  Bible  or  with 
more  love  toward  his  fellow  man. 

Christian  leaders  of  any  denomina¬ 
tion  (to  me),  if  he  ever  read  any  of  Dr. 
Armstrong’s  writings,  should  not  And 
a  cult  attitude  toward  our  God.  He  was 
wise  and  I  believe  God  spared  him  to 
age  93  to  share  his  wisdom  even 
among  Southern  Baptists. 

I  am  proud  to  be  a  Baptist,  but  I  also 
respect  other  people  and  don’t  believe 
like  the  Pharisees  when  they  “nit  pick¬ 
ed”  Jesus  watching  every  move  to  see 
if  they  could  see  him  with  sinners  ( as 
they, felt  so  righteous).  Jesus  did 
associate  with  sinners.  Jesus  ate  with 
sinners,  Jesus  healed  sinners.  I  would 
like  to  paint  out  Luke  U,  but  especially 
verses  9  through  14,  key  verse  11. 

I  praise  you  for  mentioning  Dr. 
Armstrong’s  death.  I  really  don’t 
believe  it  did  any  of  us  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  any  great  harm.  1  have  misplac¬ 
ed  my  Feb.  13  paper  Could  youptease 
send  me  another  one 

I  enjoy  your  page  as  well  as  all  the 
paper.  Thank  you  for  being  honest, 
just,  and  compassionate 

name  withheld  at  request 

Divorced  minister 

Editoiri 

I  am  a  Southern  Baptist  minister 
having  served  in  Mississippi  Baptist 
churches  for  over  20  years.  I  was  born 
again,  baptized,  called  to  the  ministry, 
licensed,  and  ordained  in  Mississippi 
Baptist  churches.  I  received  higher 
education  in  a  Mississippi  Baptist  col¬ 
lege  All  of  my  adult  life  has  been 


spent  in  the  pastorate  in  Mississippi 
Baptist  churches. 

About  10  years  ago  I  went  through 
an  unfortunate  divorce.  As  my  wife 
walked  out  the  door,  she  said,  “You've 
never  done  anything  to  deserve  what 
I’m  doing  to  you.” 

Fortunately  a  church  where  I  had 
previously  served  allowed  me  to 
return.  Many  pastor  search  commit¬ 
tees  have  heard  me  over  the  years  and 
have  expressed  interest  in  me,  until  I 
told  them  about  being  divorced. 
Frustrated,  I  left  the  pastorate  six 
months  ago  for  secular  work. 

My  pastor  has  been  placing  my 
resume  before  pastor  search  commit¬ 
tees.  He  recently  told  that  one  com¬ 
mittee  said  “not  interested”  when  told 
of  my  situation. 

This  is  my  question  to  the  con¬ 
science  of  Mississippi  Baptists,  and  to 
any  church  and/or  committee  sear¬ 
ching  for  the  will  of  God  now  or  at  any 
time  in  the  future  concerning  a  pastor. 
Is  it  possible  you  are  LIMITING  the 
will  of  God  by  not  even  considering  a 
minister  with  my  circumstances? 

For  over  20  years  I’ve  heard  Chris¬ 
tians  in  our  Baptist  churches  com 
plain  that  the  ministers  are  not  in  the 
will  of  God  when  they  won’t  consider 
a  church  unless  it  &  larger,  or  pays 
more,  or  both.  However,  are  our  chur¬ 
ches  any  less  guilty  for  not  being  will¬ 
ing  to  consider  a  man  because  of  un¬ 
fortunate  personal  circumstances? 

What’s  the  difference?  If  some 
ministers  are  wrong  before  God,  are 
the  churches  right  before  God  for  do¬ 
ing  the  same  thing? 

God  has  called  me  to  the  work  and 
given  me  a  talent  for  it.  It’s  frustrating 
to  know  this  and  not  be  allowed  to  use 
it. 

I  have  been  silent  long  enough.  I  feel 
better  for  having  spoken. 

With  kindest  regards. 

Name  withheld  by  request 

Right  to  life 

Editor: 

As  a  Mississippi  Baptist  I  would  like 
to  extend  my  appreciation  to  Dr.  Paul 
Junes,  executive  dii  eclut  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Action  Commission  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  The 
testimony  of  Dr.  Paul  Jones  recently 
before  the  Senate  Judiciary  Commit¬ 
tee  at  the  state  Capitol  was  a  tremen¬ 
dous  credit  to  himself  and  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptists. 

His  testimony  in  behalf  of  protec¬ 
tion  for  unborn  children  and  teenage 
girls  facing  crisis  pregnancy  was  tru¬ 
ly  inspirational  to  the  over  200  pro-life 
supporters  in  attendance,  and  the  20 
member  Judiciary  Committee  who 
voted  unanimously  in  favor  of  paren¬ 
tal  consent  legislation.  The  legislation 
passed  will  require  consent  from  both 
parents  before  a  physician  can  take 
the  life  of  an  unborn  child.  Dr.  Jones 
spoke  in  the  face  of  the  ACUJ  and  the 
abortion  providers  who  are  determin¬ 
ed  to  kill  this  legislative  effort  that 
was  originally  sponsored  by  Rep.  Ron 
Aldridge  of  Jackson,  and  “Parents  Can 
Help’  Legislative  Committee  of 
Mississippi  Right  to  Life  I  would  fur¬ 
ther  urge  Mississippi  Baptists  to  con¬ 
tact  their  state  legislators  and  en¬ 
courage  them  to  pass  into  law  the 
parental  consent  bill. 

Mississippi  Right  to  Life  believes 
this  bill  will  help  to  reduce  teenage 


Music  has  been  around  for  a  long 
time.  It  has  become  a  part  of  our 
culture. 

Miss  Pam  Dalziel 
Vicksburg 

Calvary  anniversary 

Editor: 

April  6  marks  our  20th  year  as  a 
dedicated  church.  We  are  making  all 
efforts  to  contact  former  members 
but  have  failed  to  locate  addresses  for 
some.  We  are  requesting  that  you  run 
the  following  information  in  the 
Record  as  a  means  of  informing  some 
of  these  persons. 

Calvary  Baptist  Church,  Newton, 
invites  1966  and  1967  Clarke  College 
graduates  to  its  20th  Anniversary 
Celebration,  services  at  11  a  m.  and  2 
p.m.,  April  6,  1986. 

Thank  you  for  your  assistance  in 
this  effort. 

Mrs.  Johnie  A.  Hudson 
Church  Secretary 
Calvary  Church 
Newton 


FACULTY  OPENINGS 
Wayland  Baptist  University 


Persons  interested  in  teaching  in  an  academically  excellent, 
warm,  nurturing  Christian  environment  are  needed  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  areas: 

‘Quantitative/Business  information  Systems/ 
Production  Management 

*  Finance/Economics 

‘Accounting/Finance 

Doctorate  required  with  some  experience  preferable.  Wayland 
Baptist  University  is  a  multi-purpose  institution  with  programs 
on  the  associate,  bachelor’s  and  master’s  levels.  It  is  located 
in  Plainview,  Texas,  a  city  of  approximately  25,000  people  be¬ 
tween  Lubbock  arid  Amarillo.  Off-campus  teaching  centers  are 
located  in  Amarillo,  Lubbock,  San  Antonio,  and  Wichita  Falls, 
Texas;  Taos,  NM;  Honolulu,  HI;  and  Alaska.  Total  enrollment  is 
more  than  1,800. 

CONTACT:  Dr.  Aline  Arnold,  Chairperson 

*  Division  of  Business 
Wayland  Baptist  University 
1900  West  7th  Street 
Plainview,  TX  79072-6998 


pregnancy,  save  the  lives  of  at  least 
2,000  unborn  children  each  year,  and 
be  the  first  step  in  a  positive,  family 
oriented  sex  education  program  in  our 
state. 

Mississippi  Baptists  can  be  thankful 
to  Dr.  Jones  for  his  leadership  on 
social  and  family  issues  across  the 
state. 

Bill  Conlee 
President 
Ms  RTL 

Rock  music 

Editor: 

I  have  just  finished  reading  an  ar¬ 
ticle  entitled  “Danger:  rock” 
(February  27)  and  found  if  very 
interesting. 

I  am  18  years  old  and  I  listen  to  rock 
&  roll  music.  However,  I  do  not  listen 
to  hard  acid  rock.  I  do  not  see 
anything  wrong  with  people  listening 
to  rock  music. 

People  get  ideas  from  everywhere. 
At  school,  work,  television,  radio,  and 
just  talking  to  other  people.  If  records 
were  to  be  rated,  everything  else 
would  also  need  to  be  rated. 


Mose  Dangerfield,  director  of  the  Church  Training  Department,  leads  Church  Train¬ 
ing  directors 


Vivian  Taylor  of  Clara,  association  and 
district  WMU  director,  leads  the  Woman’s 
Missionary  Union  Conference. 


Jimmy  McCaleb,  minister  of  music  at  Southside  Church.  Jackson,  works  with 
volunteer  music  directors. 


Ray  Martin,  a  member  at  Woodville  Heights  Church.  Jackson,  leads  a  deacons' 
conference.  He  is  a  retired  federal  employee. 


Unity  Church,  Pascagoula:  March 
30;  C.  I.  Miller,  former  pastor, 
preaching;  covered  dish  lunch, 
fellowship  hall;  services,  Sunday  pm., 
J.  D.  Lundy,  preaching;  Samuel  C. 
Jones,  pastor. 


from  the  state  s  best  trained 


The  first  of  three  Small  Church 
Leadership  Conferences  for  1986  was 
held  recently  at  Mississippi  College. 
It  was  the  third  of  such  conferences 
to  be  held  on  a  college  campus. 

The  24  program  conferences  that 
were  conducted  at  Mississippi  College 
covered  the  six  base  programs  of  the 
church.  They  are  Church  Administra¬ 
tion,  Sunday  School,  Church  Training, 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union,  Brother¬ 
hood,  and  Music. 

Chester  Vaughn,  program  director 
for  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  said  the  conferences  are 
designed  so  that  the  pastor  of  the 
small  church  can  bring  his  workers  to 
the  meetings,  and  “they  can  get  the 
equivalent  of  weeks  of  training  in  one 
day  from  people  who  are  the  best 


trained  in  the  state.”  Vaughn  presid¬ 
ed  at  the  plenary  session  to  open  the 
day  of  conferences. 

The  Mississippi  College  conference 
was  attended  by  400  persons.  The 
earlier  conferences  were  at  Blue 
Mountain  College  and  William  Carey 
College,  both  in  1985.  The  Blue  Moun¬ 
tain  conference  was  attended  by  about 
500,  and  there  were  about  525  at  the 
William  Carey  conference,  Vaughn 
said. 

There  will  be  two  more  such  con¬ 
ferences  in  1986,  he  indicated;  and 
three  are  planned  for  1987.  The  two  ad¬ 
ditional  conferences  planned  for  this 
year  will  be  at  Delta  State  Universi¬ 
ty  at  Cleveland  and  East  Central 
Junior  College  at  Decatur. 

Participants  in  each  of  the  24  con¬ 


ferences  studied  a  study  course  book 
in  the  area  of  the  subject  matter. 

Guy  Henderson,  director  of  the 
Evangelism  Department  for  the  Con¬ 
vention  Board,  delivered  the  message 
at  plenary  session  at  the  conference 
at  Mississippi  College.  Special  music 
was  presented  by  a  ladies’  quartet 
from  First  Church,  Flowood. 

Dan  Hall,  director  of  the  Church 
Music  Department  for  the  Convention 
Board,  led  the  congregational  sing¬ 
ing;  and  Irene  Martin,  pianist  at  First 
church,  Richland,  presented  keyboard 
meditations  to  open  the  plenary  pro¬ 
gram  before  the  conferences  began. 
Robert  Wall  of  the  Mississippi  College 
staff,  delivered  the  welcome  to  the 
campus. 


Judd  Allen,  consultant  in  the  Sunday  School  Department,  leads  Sunday  School 
directors. 


Paul  Harrell,  director  of  the  Brotherhood  Department,  works  with  Baptist  Men's 
directors. 


Irene  Martin,  pianist  at  First  Church,  Richland,  leads  a  conference  for  pianists.  • 


Julius  Thompson,  director  of  the  Pastoral  Ministries  Department,  leads  a  conference 
of  pastors. 


Guy  Hendei^on,  director  of  the 
Evangelism  Department,  brings  the 
message  at  the  Small  Church 
Conference. 


Ronald  McDonald  sits  in  Bangkok  the  seminary  and  also  he  said  that  he  ’fCan? 

with  his  legs  folded  like  Buddha.  I  saw  and  Bob  Stewart  have  worked  to-  /** 

his  likeness  when  I  went  to  the  gether  in  children's  camps  at  the  Bap  V, 

Erawan  Hotel  for  a  McDonald’s  ham-  tist  retreat  center  at  Pa ttaya.  (This  ~ 

burger.  Robes  of  Buddhist  monks  dot  year  they  will  have  the  first  camps  for  Worshipers  at  the  Brahman  shrine  PHRA  PHROM  SI  NA  in  Bangkok,  Thailand 
the  sidewalks  with  orange.  Practically  junior  highs. )  One  GA  who  gave  her  offer  food  and  jasmine  garlands  (leis)  to  the  four-headed  idol.  Many,  many  thousands 
every  male  Thai  Buddhist  (95  percent  testimony  at  camp  last  year  (Bob  of  Buddhist  Thais  worship  at  this  shrine  (Photo  by  Maxine  Stewart), 
of  the  52,000,000  Thai  people  are  Bud-  said)  explained  that  her  life  has 
dhists)  spends  a  few  months  or  years  changed  since  she  became  a  Chris- 
as  a  monk.  tian:  “I  dpn’t  cheat  at  school  any 

On  the  corner  beside  the  Erawan  more!” 

Hotel,  dozens  were  laying  their  offer-  Upstairs  at  the  publishing  house,  I 
ings  of  food  and  jasmine  leis  before  a  met  Fanny  Starns,  Mississippi  mis- 
four-headed  idol.  (See  article  on  this  sionary  who  is  treasurer  of  the  Thai 
page  by  Maxine  Stewart. )  Traditional-  Mission  (organization  of  Southern 

ly,  Thai  Buddhists  also  have  looked  to  Baptist  missionaries  in  Thailand.)  By  Maxine  Stewart 

Brahmanism  and  even  to  animism  for  Another  stop  we  made  was  at  the  The  most  visible  city  shrine  seen  by  to  the  spirit,  kneeling  before  each  of 
spiritual  help.  When  Bob  Hope  per-  Baptist  Student  Center,  beside  a  busy  FARANGS  (foreigners)  in  Thailand  is  the  four  sides  of  the  image.  Visitors 
forms  in  Thailand,  he  sometimes  uses  thoroughfare.  “I  suspect  this  center  PHRA  PHROM  SI  NA,  the  four  fac-  can  also  be  seen  pouring  cooking  oil 
this  shrine’s  corner  as  background,  has  reached  more  youths  for  Christ  ed,  eight  handed  Brahman  shrine,  in  the  special  lamphouses  with  the 
Yet  Thai  Baptists  are  increasing,  than  will  ever  be  known,”  Maxine  sur-  which  resides  in  the  city  of  Bangkok  perpetual  flame  at  which  joss-sticks 
and  have  set  optimistic  goals  for  the  mised.  It  provides  recreation,  English  at  the  busy  corner  of  Ploenchit  and  and  candles  can  be  lit.  Three  joss- 
rest  of  the  century.  They  organized  classes,  reading  room,  efc.  Its  Rajadamri  roads.  It  is  also  called  the  sticks  and  a  candle  are  placed  on  each 
their  own  convention  in  1976  and  at  Christmas  displays  have  drawn  large  Erawan  Shrine.  It  was  constructed  by  of  the  four  alters  and  gold  leaf  press- 
last  report  had  29  churches  and  64  crowds.  Its  Thai  librarian  is  a  great 
preaching  points,  with  1,841  members.  Christian  witness,  Maxine  told  me. 

There  are  also  other  Baptist  groups,  and  he  promised  to  send  me  a  story 
including  those  who  work  with  about  her  later.  (Bill  and  Michele 
American  Baptist  missionaries.  Brigham,  Mississippi  missionaries. 

Southern  Baptists,  who  did  not  enter  are  student  workers  in  Bangkok,  but 
the  country  until  1949,  now  have  81  I  did  not  get  to  see  them.) 
missionaries  there.  While  working  The  Stewarts  are  working,  after  27 
together  with  Southern  Baptists,  Thai  years,  with  some  fourth  generation 
Baptists  also  support  home  mis-  Christians.  “If  a  child  is  the  first  in  a 
sionaries.  Buddhist  family  to  become  a  Chris- 

At  the  end  of  Sukumvit  Road  (Soi  tian,”  she  said,  “the  child  is 
2),  in  this  city  of  6Vi  million,  stands  sometimes  given  a  hard  time  by  the 
Calvary  Baptist  Church.  “The  Way  of  family.  If  an  adult  becomes  a  Chris- 
the  Cross”  the  road  has  been  called,  tian  first,  then  it  will  be  easier,  as  a 
for  the  church  blazons  a  large  cross  rule,  for  the  whole  family.” 
on  its  front.  Wouldn’t  it  be  nice,  I  was  thinking, 

“Once  services  for  three  congrega-  if  I  could  meet  Ann  Judson  (wife  of 
tions  were  held  at  Calvary,”  Maxine  Adoniram),  and  listen  to  her  talk 
told  me.  ‘The  English-speaking,  the  about  Asia?  Last  century  she  learn- 
Chinese,  and  the  Thai.”  But  those  ed  Siamese  from  some  prisoner^  of 
became  three  Baptist  churches,  war  in  Rangoon,  Burma,  and  trans- 
Calvary  is  English-speaking,  Grace  lated  her  husband's  catechism  into  the 
Church  is  Chinese,  and  Emmanuel  is  Siamese  language  and  had  it  printed 
Thai.”  on  William  Carey’s  press  in  Seram- 

Maxine,  along  with  Jerry  Rankin,  pore,  India.  ( I  keep  reminding  myself 
took  Joan  and  me  for  a  tour  of  several  that  Thailand  used  to  be  Siam. ) 

Baptist  mission  points  in  Bangkok.  At  J.  Tbylor  Jones,  who  translated  the 
Emmanuel,  kindergarten  children  New  Testament  into  Thai,  in  1833 
were  napping  on  the  floor  of  every  transferred  to  Bangkok  from  Judson’s 
room,  even  in  the  sanctuary.  Good  ex-  mission  in  Rangoon.  Two  years  later, 
ample  of  “multi-purpose.” 

“The  Thai  Baptist  Seminary  was  in 

a  rice  field  when  Bob  and  I  first  came  the  Chinese  of  Bangkok,  the  first  Pro¬ 
to  Thailand,”  Maxine  said.  They  were  testant  church  in  East  Asia.  These  left 
appointed  missionaries  27  years  ago.  after  a  few  years,  to  enter  China.  Bap- 
Now  the  seminary  is  surrounded  by  tist  missionaries  did  not  again  enter 
city.  Next  to  it  have  been  built  a  the  country  until  1949. 
publishing  house  and  a  group  of  mis¬ 
sionary  homes.  “The  Foreign  Mission 
Board  already  owned  the  land  and 
decided  it  would  be  less  expensive  to 
build  the  houses  here  than  to  buy  land 
and  build  them  in  other  parts  of 
Bangkok.”  One  of  these  is  the  home  of 
Mississippians,  Jerald  and  Elaine 
Perrill.  I  took  Elaine’s  picture  and 
later  accidentally  ruined  the  film 
(sorry,  Elaine!)  As  I  was  leaving,  I 
met  Jerald  coming  through  the  gate 
In  the  publishing  house,  Bob  Cullen, 
publications  director,  told  me  he  is 
busy  putting  out  age  group  Sunday 
School  literature,  Bible  background 
for  teachers,  and  Vacation  Bible 
School  methods  books.  He  teaches  in 


Thai  people  flock  to 
ask  favors  at  shrine 


A  Buddhist  Thai  mother  teaches  her 
daughter  how  to  worship  at  the  Brahman 
Shrine  PHRA  PHROM  SI  NA  in  Bangkok, 
Thailand  Holding  her  daughter's  hands 
around  a  jasmine  lei.  with  joss  sticks  and 
candles  the  mother  offers  a  prayer  (Photo 
by  Maxine  Stewart). 


the  Erawan  Hotel  management  about  ed  onto  the  corner  posts.  Those  who  are  S0t  tor  April 
a  quarter  of  a  century  ago  following  have  been  rewarded  in  their  requests 

a  series  of  unfortunate  events  that  oc-  for  favors  often  return  and  offer  boil-  Church  computer  seminars  are  se 
curred  during  the  construction  of  the  ed  eggs,  cakes,  apples,  roasted  ducks  for  April  2,  3,  and  4  by  Membershi 
hotel.  Not  only  were  many  of  the  or  chickens,  hog  heads,  coconuts.  Services,  Inc.,  a  Ttexas-based  churci 

workmen  injured,  some  fatally,  but  bananas,  and  other  gifts  of  thanks,  computer  company- 

even  a  ship  sank  while  transporting  Carved  wooden  elephants  of  various  They  are  scheduled  at  Morrisoi 

marble  for  the  hotel.  This  caused  the  sizes  are  displayed  in  the  compound  Heights  Church.  Jackson.  April  2 
superstitious  laborers  to  demand  as  monuments  to  answered  prayers.  Holiday  Inn,  Vicksburg.  Aj 
something  be  done  about  the  “evil  After  an  elephant  has  been  given  to  St.  Church,  Hattiesburg,  i 
spirit"  lurking  about,  else  the  entire  the  Lord  Brahma,  it,  along  with  all  the  are  ffoe  and  W'H  meet  9-1 
crew  would  leave  the  job.  other  carved  elephants  presented  at  F°r  reservations  phot 

It  is  common  practice  for  many  of  the  shrine,  may  later  be  collected  by  Musgrave  at  1-800-527-991! 

the  Thai  people  to  worship  many  the  management  of  the  hotel  and 

deities  in  addition  to  Buddhism  in  donated  to  a  Buddhist  temple.  This  is 

order  to  be  privileged  to  ask  for  the  another  way  to  make  merit.  The  tern- 

granting  of  wishes  or  favors.  pie  authorities  will  later  auction  each 

Brahma,  Lord  of  the  Heavens,  is  elephant  for  $25  to  $50  dollars.  This 
considered  one  of  the  most  revered  by  money  will  be  used  for  community 
many  of  the  local  people.  When  the  projects.  It  is  not  unusual  for  cash 
hotel  management  needed  to  call  in  donations  to  accumulate  to  over  $100 
some  religious  experts  to  rid  the  com-  daily.  Over  the  first  12  years  after  the 
pound  of  evil  spirits,  a  Brahman  collection  box  was  installed,  more 
leader  was  consulted.  He  pointed  out  (Continued  on  pag^8i 

that  the  hotel  had  chosen  the  name 

“Erawan"  meaning  the  name  of  the  „  *w**^ri 

three-headed  elephant  which  the  Lord  J|  I  ? 

Brahma  ‘rides.’  He  further  said  the  _  ♦  Hlr  i 

“Erawan”  should  not  go  without  a 
rider,  that  they  should  include 
Brahma  too.  so  they  built  the  shrine 

Jones  and  his  wife  were  joined  by  for  the  Lord  Brahma  in  the  corner  of  * 

William  Dean,  who  founded,  among  the  hotel  compound,  thus  ending  fur-  ...  fl|,: 

ther  accidents.  1 V  | 

The  image  is  considered  to  see  ALL  fc-  ■ 

with  his  four  faces.  Intended  as  a  local  Au  I 

spirit  house  for  the  hotel,  it  has  v  M 

become  a  major  shrine  for  city  MHjj.  *  ^  L 

residents.  The  spirit’s  reputation  for  .i  t  4 

granting  wishes  brings  a  multitude  of 

visitors  daily.  Frequent  donations  and  HHBIBbMV,  , 
offerings  are  made.  V  .,  ~ 

Most  visitors  who  have  favors  to  ask  *  j 

go  at  night  as  it  is  believed  that  every  x 

evening  at  8:00  the  spirit  descends  . 

from  heaven  and  enters  the  golden  im-  - 

age.  Lovely  young  women  are  often 
seen  performing  the  graceful,  tradi-  j!K 

tional  dances  to  entice  the  spirit  from 
above  Dance  troupes,  in  their  glitter- 

ing  costumes,  are  often  paid  to  per-  An  elderly  lady  sells  caged  birds  to  peo 
form  for  Brahma’s  entertainment  in  pie  who  want  to  make  merit  by  releasing 
gratitude  for  a  wish  granted.  a  bird.  She  is  one  ot  many  sellers  o(  birds 

Visitors,  especially  at  the  most  at  the  Brahman  shrine,  PHRA  PHROM  S 
auspicious  time  in  the  evening,  offer  NA  in  Bangkok.  Thailand.  (Photo  by  Max 
incense,  flower  garlands  and  gold  leaf  ine  Stewart). 


Brenda 
ext.  247. 


Hunger  experts 
warn  .  .  . 


Fanny  L.  Starns 
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Baptist  nurses  organize 
state  fellowship  unit 

By  Betty  Smith  > 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Nursing  Coliege,  Clinton;  Carol  Lawrence, 
Fellowship  held  its  organizational  membership  chairman,  Warren-Yhzoo 
meeting  at  Camp  Garaywa,  Qlinton,  Mental  Health  Center,  Vicksburg; 
on  January  25.  ( Photo  on  page  3 )  Rachel  Smith,  heritage  chairman,  St. 

Twenty  persons  were  present,  in-  Dominic's  Hospital,  Jackson;  Mary 
eluding  immediate  past  president  of  Hoiyfield,  resource  person,  Mississip- 
the  national  Baptist  Nursing  pi  Baptist  Medical  Center,  Jackson. 
Fellowship,  Ellen  Ihbor  of  Winston-  At  the  officers’  meeting  on  March 
Salem,  N.C.,  and  Joyce  DeRidder,  I,  plans  were  made  to  begin  sending 
health  care  recruitment  consultant,  professional  nursing  journals  to 
Foreign  Mission  Board,  Richmond,  nurses  on  foreign  mission  fields.  Of 
Va.  ficers  voted  to  begin  a  quarterly 

Baptist  Nursing  Fellowship  seeks  to  newspaper.  The  Beam,  and  to  take  a 
acquaint  nurses,  active  or  retired,  and  van  of  members  to  the  national  Bap- 
nursing  students  with  opportunities  tist  Nursing  Fellowship  meting  in 
for  worship,  witnessing,  and  minister-  Richmond.  Va.,  in  November, 
ing.  Personal  involvement  in  home  On  May  1,  Mississippi  BFN  will  join 

and  foreign  missions  activities  is  a  the  Baptist  Medical-Dental  Fellow- 
major  emphasis  of  the  organization,  ship  for  its  annual  meeting  in  the 
The  following  officers  of  Mississip-  Fellowship  Hall  of  First  Baptist 
pi  BNF  were  elected:  Church,  Jackson.  Registration  begins 

Pat  White,  president.  The  Woman’s  at  6: 15  with  the  banquet  beginning  at 
Clinic,  Jackson;  Marion  Fas  berg,  vice  6:45.  Lewis  Myers  from  the  Foreign 
president,  Mississippi  Baptist  Mission  Board,  former  missionary  to 
Medical  Center,  Jackson;  Janice  Vietnam,  will  be  the  guest  speaker.  A 
Pierce,  secretary-treasurer,  Universi-  nursery  for  children  under  five  years 
ty  Hospital.  Jackson;  Shirley  Chap-  of  age  will  be  provided.  Cost  is  $10  per 
man,  program  chairman,  Mississip-  person  and  reservations  must  be 
pi  Baptist  Medical  Center,  Jackson;  made  by  April  24.  For  more  informa- 
Joyce  Davis,  missionary  nurse  tion  regarding  Baptist  Nursing 
liaison,  Hattiesburg;  Regina  Gunter,  Fellowship,  contact  Ashley  McCaleb, 
service  chairman,  George  County  Box  530,  Jackson  39205,  or  call  the 
Hospital,  Lucedale;  Ruby  Morrison,  WMU  office,  968-3800. 
nursing  student  liaison.  Mississippi  Betty  Smith  writes  for  WMU. 

Former  lay  president  Cooper 
responds  to  Criswell  comments 

(Continued  from  page  3)  “many  pastors,  young  and  old,  who 

class.  According  to  Baptist  traditions,  hold  as  a  role  model  the  pastor  of  the 
such  a  position  itself  is  unscriptural,  First  Baptist  Church  in  Dallas,  will 
"Tb  say  that  ‘a  lay-led,  laymen-led,  seek  to  exercise  the  unbiblical  role  as 
deacon-led’  church  will  be  a  weak  “ruler’  in  their  local  church.  Soon 
church  anywhere  on  God’s  earth  is  a  some  will  find  themselves  without  a 


^  Campers  on  Mission 
ZJzte*  plan  spring  rally 

Campers  on  Mission  will  hold  their 
Four  Mile  Creek,  Escatawpa:  spring  rally  April  4-6  at  Lake  Monroe 
March  23^28;  services,  Sunday,  7  pm ;  near  Amory.  A  program  has  been 
Mon.-Fri.,  10  a.m.,  7  p.m.;  Raymond  planned  for  the  entire  weekend. 
Williams,  pastor,  Southside,  The  AberdeenXampers  are  plan- 
Crestview,  Fla.,  preaching;  Russell  ning  the  meal  for  Friday  night.  Sup- 
Whatley, music;  Kenny  Goff,  pastor,  per  will  be  at  6  p.m,  The  cost  of  $6  per 

night  will  cover  the  cost  of  the  food. 


Herron 


College  concern 
meetings  set: 
April,  May 


Springtime  in  the  Smokies 

Hike  a  Wildf lower  Trail  .  .  . 


Year-round  fun*  Holidome  Center,  indoor/outdoor 
pools,  saunas,  whirlpool,  beautiful  rooms.  Nearby 
tennis,  tram  to  ski  slopes,  hiking,  shopping,  crafts 
community,  nightlife,  more. 


A  set  of  three  meetings  for  church 
workers  with  college  students  —  at 
Oxford,  Starkville,  and  Hattiesburg  — 
will  emphasize  ways  to  reach  the 
students  for  Sunday  School. 

Conference  leaders  include  Ruth 
Ann  Wade,  a  consultant  in  the  adult 
Sunday  School  Section  of  the  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Board,  and  Art  Her¬ 
ron,  a  consultant  with  emphasis  on 
church  ministry  to  college  students 
for  the  National  Student  Ministries  of 
the  Sunday  School  Board. 

Dates  and  places  for  the  meetings 
which  are  called  “College  Concern” 
are  April  28,  North  Oxford  Church, 
Oxford;  April  29,  First  Church, 
Starkville;  and  May  1,  Main  Street 
Church,  Hattiesburg.  Each  will  meet 
6:30-9  p.m. 


DBL  3  DAYS/2  NIGHTS 
OCC 


Now  thru  5/19/86 


2  bed  economy  room.  Children  free  in  same  room 
Extra  nights  $47.25  dbl.  occ. 

Not  valid  Easter  Weekend. 


Not  valid  with  other  discounts.  Offer 
may  be  restricted  or  withdrawn  any¬ 
time  prior  to  confirmation.  To  get  this 
rate,  mention  it  in  reservation  call  and 
present  this  ad  prior 
to  registration. 


OF  GATLINBURG.  TENN. 
333  Airport  Road  (37738) 
GATLINBURG, 
TENNESSEE 

CALL  NOW 

1-800-435-9201  (Outside  TN) 
1  800435  9202  (TN) 


For  additional  information  call 
615-436-9201 


Premiere  Performance 

“Meet  and  Eat  —  There  IS  Something  More” 

Senior  Adult  Musical 
by  Ann  Colbert  and  Irene  Martin 

To  Be  Presented  by  The  Heavenly  Sunlight  Singers 

Senior  Adult  Choir  of  Parkway  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 

1 

Directed  by  Gayle  Garrett 

Special  Guest  —  Horace  Kerr 

Supervisor,  Senior  Adult  Ministry 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board,  Nashville 

March  25,  7:30  p.m.  2603  West 
Capitol,  Jackson,  MS 

Senior  Adult  Groups  Especially  Invited 


stituted  on  Henderson  Road,  Jackson,  be  found.” 

March  26, 1966.  He  will  preach  the  an-  rTrL1  Q  ^  1 

niversary  sermon  during  the  morning  -t  tl«*l  pCOpiC  •  •  • 
service.  (Continued  from  page  7) 

Dinner  will  be  served  on  the  than  three  million  baht  ($150,000)  was 
grounds.  received.  Most  of  the  money  was  re- 

Cranford  moved  to  the  Southern  donated  to  the  government  hospitals 
Hills  pastorate  from  Walnut  Street  in  Bangkok  as  well  as  to  nearly  every 
Church,  Jonesboro.  Ark  He  had  provincial  government  hospital 
previously  served  First  Church,  throughout  the  country. 

Charleston,  First  Church,  Canton,  and  Maxiae  Stewart  is  a  S— them  Bap- 

other  Mississippi  pastorates  tist  missionary  to  Thailand. 


C  L  A  S  S  1  F 

1  E  D 

FOR  SALE:  1*74  THOMAS  BUS.  | 

41  passenger.  38.204 

mileage; 

Parkway,  Pascagaala. 

CaU  Mr. 

Dnnn,  475-1004  (work) 

475-3200 

(home). 

a 

>1  mr~ 


CHURCH  STEEPLES 

BAPTISTRIES 

My,  |»t>  WALE  CROSSES 

nlwB^*  e--’ 


Thursday,  March  2*.  1966 
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AMMAN,  Jordan  (BP)  —  Six  tive  care,”  said  Alta  Lee  Lovegren, 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries  and  .  press  representative  of  Jordan’s 
two  children  in  Amman,  Jordan,  Southern  Baptist  mission, 
escaped  injury  in  a  nighttime  fire  that  Residents  in  the  mission-owned 
was  extinguished  before  it  ignited  five  building  are  missionaries  Pat  Frost, 
2,000-liter  fuel  tanks,  most  of  which  Lynn  Smith,  Geraldene  Volkart, 
were  full.  Wilson  and  Cheryl  Tatum  and  their 

Damage  was  limited  to  three  fur-  two  children,  James,  8,  and  Russell, 
naces  in  their  apartment  building.  6,  and  missionary  journeyman 

The  Feb.  7  incident  reminded  mis-  Patricia  Raffield. 
sionaries  in  Amman  “of  God’s  protec-  One  missionary  noticed  billowing 

smoke  and  alerted  others  in  the 
building  to  evacuate.  Tatum  and 
fellow  missionaries  Bernie  Fairchild 
and  Graydon  Hardister  and  Har- 
dister’s  son,  David,  fought  the  fire 
with  portable  extinguishers  after  the 
others  had  evacuated  to  the  Hardister 
home  next  door. 

Native  Mississippian  Fisher  Hum-  it  was  only  the  second  fire  on  mis- 
phreys,  professor  of  theology  at  New  sion  property  since  Southern  Baptist 
Orleans  Seminary,  will  deliver  the  an¬ 
nual  Thomas  F.  Staley  Lecture  Series 
at  William  Carey  College  March  24-26. 

The  theme  of  the  series  will  be  “A 
Theology  of  Christian  Living.” 

He  is  editor  of  Nineteenth  Century 
Evangelical  Theology  and  the 
seminary  faculty  journal,  The 
Theological  Educator. 

The  lecture  series  was  established 
in  1969  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  F. 

Staley  of  Rye,  New  York,  in  memory 
of  their  parents  and  is  a  project  of  the 
Thomas  F.  Staley  Foundation  of  New 
York. 

The  foundation  “seeks  to  bring  to 
college  and  university  campuses  in 
America  distinguished  scholars  who 
truly  believe  in  Jesus  Christ  and  who 
can  clearly  communicate  their  per¬ 
sonal  faith  to  the  contemporary  stu¬ 
dent  generation,”  said  William  M. 

Clawson,  chairman  of  the  faculty 
committee  for  Staley  Lecture  Series. 

For  more  information,  contact 
Clawson  at  582-6114,  William  Carey 
College.  "  * 


Humphreys  will 
deliver  Staley' 


Bob  Crosby,  88,  died  Feb.  28,  at  the  MEMPHIS,  Term.  (BP)  —  Joseph 

Bolivar  County  Hospital  in  Geveland.  '  t  Edwin  Bullock  has  joined  the 

Services  were  held  March  2  at  Mor-  _  Southern  Baptist  Brotherhood  Com- 

rison  Chapel  Baptist  Church  with  mission  staff  in  Memphis,  Term.,  as 

burial  in  New  Cleveland  Cemetery,  the  executive  director  of  the 

Charles  Wesley  and  Wayne  Gullett  Fellowship  of  Baptist  Men  For  the 

officiated.  /wy  '  P?st  ^lve  ^  ^s  ^)een  associate 

Crosby, \born  in  Mt.  Olive,  moved  to  H&RnK*  ^  jSMBEQfH  {  director  of  the  volunteer  enlistment 
the  Cleveland  area  in  1913  He  was  a  Iflui 'Jm  ffUftHUln  department  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
charter  member  of  Morrison  Chapel  Foreign  Mission  Board  in  Richmond. 

Church,  served  as  chairman  of  the  Va  The  Fellowship  of  Baptist  Men.  a 

board  of  deacons,  and  was  a  mason.  part  of  the  Brotherhood  Commission. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mattie  is  designed  to  bnng  together  men  with 

Brinson  Crosby;  daughter.  Mrs.  similar  vocational  skills  and  interests 

James  L  Naron  of  Cleveland;  two  and  provide  a  forum  for  them  to 

grandchildren,  six  great  grand-  change  ideas  and  determine  how  they 

children  and  two  great  great  Mr*.  Mary  Crapps  was  honored  at  can  best  use  their  abilities  to  serve 

grandchildren.  Leesburg  Church,  Rankin  Association,  for  Christ  through  their  denominaUM, 

A  tribute  to  Crosby  by  Mrs.  Grace  serving  30  years  as  church  cterk.  She  was 
McClure  states  “Tb  understand  con¬ 
cern  was  to  shake  his  hand ;  to  under¬ 
stand  wisdom  was  to  sit  by  him  and  Crapps. 
listen;  to  understand  love  was  to  look 

into  his  eyes;  to  understand  joy  was  Danny  Hood  was  ordained  recent- 
to  look  at  his  ever  present  smile;  to  ly  as  a  deacon  at  Success  Church, 
understand  the  result  of  a  devoted  life  Gulf  Coast. 

look  at  his  family.”  Norman  Rester,  director  of  youth 

Courtney  Selvy,  pastor,  Bentonia  and  music  at  New  Hope  Church,  Gulf 
Church,  has  been  asked  by  J.  R.  Coast,  was  ordained  to  the  gospel 
Graham,  vice  president  of  the  Home  ministry  on  March  2  at  Union  Church, 

Mission  Board,  missions  section  to  Picayune, 
write  the  teaching  guide  for  the  new 
church  missions  development  pro¬ 
gram  manual.  This  teaching  guide 
will  be  used  in  state,  associational, 
seminary,  and  local  church  training 
sessions.  The  scheduled  deadline  for 
completion  is  September,  1986,  and 
will  be  published  in  1987. 

Danny  Worsham  was  ordained  to 
the  gospel  ministry  by  Red  Banks 
Church,  Marshall  Association, 

February  23.  The  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Homer  Worsham  of  Red  Banks,  he  is  f’M  his  ministry  with 

presently  a  student  at  Blue  Mountain  Ballard  the  association  on 
College,  and  pastor  of  Canaan  Church.  Feb.  15,  1981,  after  having  served  as 
Benton  Association.  He  is  married  to  pastor  of  Goodwater,  Burns, 
the  former  Charlotte  Briscol  of  Red  Fellowship,  Clear  Creek,  and  Union 
Banks,  and  they  have  two  children, 

Brent,  and  Brooke.  Homer  Worsham 
preached  the  ordination  sermon,  and 
Mark  Worsham,  pastor,  Spring  Hill, 

Calhoun  County,  gave  the  charge  to 
the  candidate.  The  charge  to  the 
church  was  given  by  Tammy  Kelly,  County. 

Parkway  Church,  Houston,  Robert  Ballard  was  licensed  and  ordained 
Mayer,  chairman  of  deacons  at  Red  by  Second  Church,  Greenville,  May, 

Banks  Church  presented  Worsham  1 

with  a  Bible  and  a  certificate  of  Mississippi  College,  graduating  from 
ordination.  latter  institution  in  1972. 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  style  to  meet  every 
need.  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  lor  illustrated  price  folder. 

"Inter nationally  known  specialists" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 


Bullock  said. 

presented  a  strand  of  pearls.  Pictured  are 

Mrs.  Crapps  and  her  husband,  Leon  Gary  M.  Bowlin  has  begun  his 

seventh  year  in  full-time  vocational 
evangelism.  Before  entering  full-time 
evangelism,'  Bowlin  pastored  three 
churches.  He  has  preached  revival 
crusades  in  11  states  and  several 
foreign  countries. 

He  may  be  contacted  by  writing 
Gary  Bowlin  Evangelistic  Assn.,  Inc., 

119  Tiffany  Drive,  Brandon,  MS  39042, 
or  by  calling  (601)  825-1043.  I 

A  church  building  fund  campaign 
was  recently  conducted  by  Wynndale 
Bobby  McClellan  was  honored  Church  in  Hinds-Madison  Baptist 
recently  with  a  "This  Is  Your  Life”  Association  under  direction  of  the 
program  celebrating  his  10th  anniver-  Stewardship  and  Cooperative  Pro 
sary  at  Pass  Road,  Gulf  Coast,  as  8ram  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Con- 
minister  of  music/youth.  vention  Board,  using  Clarence  Cutrell 

as  the  consultant.  The  church  has  a 
resident  membership  of  225  and 
Sj  j  /  //  /  adopted  the  following  goals:  $100,000, 

Victory;  $125,000,  Challenge;  and 
$150,000,  Hallelujah.  Final  commit- 
Crossgates  Church,  Brandon,  will  ment  reached  $153,934. 

The  Steering  Committee  consisted 
of  Charles  Gentry,  pastor;  co¬ 
campaign  directors.  Ruby  Smith  and 
Mary  Joyce  Shelton;  John  Gentry, 
special  gifts  director;  Glenn  Kemp 
and  Richard  White,  canvass  direc- 


Specializing  in  spiritual  emphasis  the 
Galilee  Retreat  is  the  premier  Christian 
Retreat  on  the  Gulf  Coast 
Located  in  Panama  City  Beach,  directly 
on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  the  Galilee  provides 
for  all  your  needs  including  3  great  meals 
a  day  and  ail  your  linens  and  towels  for  your 
comfort 

For  information  &  reservations  cad  or 
write: 

GALILEE  RETREAT 

177*4  t  R.  *n  N  a 


Ballard’s  fifth  an¬ 
niversary  as  direc¬ 
tor  of  missions  for 
the  association. 
Ballard  was  pre¬ 
sented  with  a  pla¬ 
que  and  a  gun 
cabinet. 

Ballard  began 


present  “The  Glory  of  Easter’’  Fri¬ 
day,  March  28  at  7 :30  p.m.  and  Satur¬ 
day,  March  29,  at  5:30  and  7:30  p.m. 

The  dramatic  presentation  of  the 
Easter  story  will  include  a  100-voice 
churches  in  Smith  County.  choir.  40-member  drama  group,  and 

He  was  born  in  Webb,. Nov.  12, 1936,  members  of  the  Jackson  Symphony  tors;  Mary  C.  Gentry  and  Martha 
and  was  married  to  Freddie  Ann  Huff-  Orchestra.  The  public  is  invited.  For  Pike,  promotion  directors ;  Ann  Gill, 
statler,  May,  1957.  The  Ballards  have  more  information  call  825-2562.  banquet  director;  Peggy  Downs, 

two  sons,  Matthew  Keith,  and  William  *  report  snack  director ;  James  Shelton. 

Brent,  who  also  reside  in  Smith  Ephesus  Church.  Scott  County  has  follow-up  director;  and  Gloria 

completed  its  new  sanctuary.  Dedica-  Fitzhugh.  secretary, 
tion  services  will  be  March  23.  There  Gentry  said  of  the  campaign,  ‘The 
will  be  regular  services  in  the  morn-  Tbgether  We  Build  program  had  a 
1958.  He  attended  Clarke  College  and  ing  with  lunch  at  the  church.  Special  greater  impact  on  our  church  than 

services  will  begin  at  1:30.  Kenneth  anything  we  have  done,  including 
Jones  is  pastor.  revival  meetings.” 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpel. 
steeples,  chairs. 

Van  Hinkle 
Cljurclj 
Jurnialjingii  & 

Peui  Vpljolaterg 

Box  501,  Fulton,  MS.  38843 
In  §§£>.  Toll  Freo  1-800-824-9627 
esign  —  Construction  Management 
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Thursday.  March  20.  1980 


Woodhaven 

constitutes 


- Devotional - 1 

Commit  your,  way  to  the  Lord 


The  constitution  service  for  the 
Woodhaven  Mission  of  Hattiesburg, 
will  be  held  March  23,  at  2:30  p.m. 

Woodhaven  meets  in  the  Thames 
School  Auditorium  on  Jamestown 
Road. 

Harold  Kitchings,  executive 
secretary  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Foundation,  will  be  the  speaker. 

A  reception  will  follow  the  service. 

Joel  Dillard  Ray,  executive  director 
of  Lebanon  Association,  will  present 
the  statement  of  purpose. 


By  Doyle  Cummings 
Text:  Psalm  37:5 

Several  years  ago  a  radio  preacher  began  every  broadcast  with  these  words, 
“I’m  glad  I’m  a  happy  Christian!”  Are  you  a  happy  Christian?  There  is  reason 
to  believe  that  there  are  numbers  of  Christians  who  are  not  happy.  If  true, 
that  is  unfortunate  and  needs  correcting.  Jesus  said  his  joy  was  to  be  in  us. 

Paul  called  for  Christians  to  rejoice  in  whatever  cir- 
cumstance  they  might  find  themselves.  God’s  Word  tells 
Km  us  to  count  it  all  joy  when  we  are  in  tribulation  or  persecu- 
|  ffkk  tion.  How  does  one  continue  to  real  happiness  when  on 
|k  W  every  hand  he  is  faced  with  so  many  discouraging 
problems? 

If  one  seeks  true  happiness,  he  must  realize  it  will  not 
be  found  in  things  or  in  the  gratification  of  inward  desires. 
-~w'  To  hang  one's  happiness  on  things,  circumstances,  or  even 

u minings  relationships,  is  to  insure  disappointment.  •  " 

Neither  is  true  happiness  found  in  "doing  your  own  thing,"  whatever  that 
is.  Our  desires  are  corrupted,  and  must  be  cleansed  and  controlled  by  the 
L/ird.  Our  delight  must  be  in  pleasing  God  rather  than  in  pleasing  man. 

The  greatest  joy  seems  to  be  found  in  an  unselfish  act  of  service  to  others. 
The  ultimate  of  that  is  found  in  serving  and  pleasing  God.  The  psalmist  said, 
"Delight  yourself  in  the  Lord  and  he  will  give  you  the  desires  of  your  heart.” 
If  one  truly  delights  himself  in  the  Lord,  the  desire  of  his  heart  will  be  to  please 
the  Lord.  Happiness  founded  on  pleasing  and  being  guided  by  God  is  secure. 

Real  happiness  comes  in  trusting  the  unknown  and  uncertain  future  into 
the  hands  of  God.  The  future  is  uncertain,  but  God  is  certain  of  the  future! 
We  don’t  know  what  tomorrow  may  bring,  but  we  know  nothing  in  tomorrow 


Woodland  Hills, 
plans  deaf  revival 


Jf  V,  _  be  held 

r  I*'.  .  at  Woodland  Hills  Church,  Mar.  20  -  23 

£  |*  *  *  ‘  /ST  ‘  ■'  •*  •  ’  '  jdj  at  7  p.m  and  at  10:45  a.  m.,  Sunday, 

,  '  Jg Tom  Rushing,  missionary/pastor 

L*  *,’•  i<*  deaf-blind  in  Alabama,  preaching.  He 

(jp-  11(  ’  ‘  *  ?-**  *7  JmL  v ‘  is  pastor  of  Faith  Church  of  the  Deaf, 

gj-  tr — -  qp'  .f  i>.  ’  =  --  ''  1  -Talladega,  Ala 

l  *_  ‘ ~~  -n  * '  }  ,%•'  .  V  Rushing  is  the  son  of  deaf  parents 

and  his  wife  has  a  deaf  brother  and 
sister  so  he  is  familiar  with  the  needs 

_  _  _ _ _  _  J  Ralph  Noonkester,  president  of  William  Carey  College,  presents  Lowell  Broom  of  the  deaf.  He  and  his  wife,  Faye, 

can  separate  us  from  the  love  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus.  True  happiness  centers  wi,h  CareV’s  Alumnus  of  the  Year  award  Also  pictured  is  Mrs  Broom  (formerly  Redon-  have  five  children.  He  attended  Bap- 
in  loving  and  serving  God!  da  Martin),  a  1970  Carey  graduate.  tist  Bible  Institute,  Graceville,  Fla., 

Doyle  Cummings  is  pastor.  First,  Itta  Bena.  ^  T  and  Samford  University.  His  work 

with  the  deaf  in  Alabama  like  that  of 
Woodland  Hills,  is  supported  by  the 
Home  Mission  Board,  state  Baptist 
convention,  Baptist  association  and 
local  church,  states  Tom  Berry. 

Berry  is  minister  to  the  deaf  at 
Woodland  Hills  and  invites  all  deaf  to 
join  in  fellowship  and  worship.  A 
covered  dish  lunch  is  planned  follow¬ 
ing  the  Sunday  morning  worship 
service. 


First  Church.  Gulfport,  has  called  or  supply,  and  may  be  contacted  .  „  n  ..  .  ,  .  .  „  „  ^  „ 

Randall  Zeno  Wells  as  m.nister  of  through  the  Church  Minister  Rela-  ^11  Broom  was  recently -named  Louisiana  College  as  Durham  Pro¬ 
music.  He  and  his  family  are  moving  tions  Department,  Mississippi  Baptist  ^Cnl.e  AcfC0UntfU,gfan^  cha,rman°f 

from  First  Church,  Cordelle,  Ga„  Convention  Board,  Box  530 Jackson  ^rey  Collegein  Hatt.esburg  dunng  the  department  of  business s  ad- 
where  he  has  served  for  eight  years.  39205  (phone  968-3800).  Rice  has  been  ^  scho°1  s  homecoming  ceremonies  ministration.  He  chairs  the  athletic 
He  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Zeno  a  minister  of  music  for  15  years.  ~  native. of  Picayune,  he  came  to  committee  at  the  Baptist  college. 
Wells  of  Gautier.  His  father  is  a  _  a^fy  '  in  majoring  in  Broom  is  a  member  of  First  Bap- 

former  director  of  missions  for  W‘ .P.0^3"  Jrha?  acI  ^^matics,  m.nonng  in  accoun-  tist  Church,  Pineville,  where  he  is  the 

Jackson  County  Association.  cepted  the  call  to  become  minister  of  ting  and  playing  for  the  Crusaders  chairman  of  the  deacon 

music  at  Temple  Church,  Hat-  basketball  team.  committee  vice-chairman  of  the 

First  Church.  McLain  has  called  tiesburg.  He  goes  from  First  Church,  After  graduation  from  Carey  in  1971,  deacons  chairman  of  the  srhnlarshin 
David  Sundeen  as  pastor.  He  is  a  stu-  McComb,  where  he  has  been  minister  Broom  completed  his  master  of  .  o  .  ~ 

dent  at  New  Orleans  Seminary.  of  music  since  August,  1980.  He  is  a  business  adminstration  degree  from  teacj)er 

graduate  of  Meridian  High  School,  Mississippi  College  in  1975,  and  the 

Bill  Rice  has  resigned  as  minister  Mississippi  College,  and  Southwestern  doctorate  of  business  administration  Be  is  also  a  member  of  the  Greater 
of  music  at  Byram  Church,  Byram,  Seminary.  Goodman  is  a  member  of  in  1980  from  Louisiana  Tech  Univer-  Alexandria /Pineville  Chamber  of 
where  he  has  served  for  five  and  one-  Mississippi  Singing  Churchmen.  He  sity.  He  then  held  teaching  positions  Commerce  and  the  Downtown  Alex- 
half  years.  He  is  available  for  interim  and  his  wife,  Donna,  have  two  boys,  at  Hinds  Junior  College,  Louisiana  andria/Pineville  Lions  Club. 

Mississinni  Rantict  Tech’  and  Bay,or  University  At  Broom  is  married  to  the  former 

iTiissiasippi  Ddjnisl  dCllVlllCo  Baylor  he  was  chosen  by  the  student  Redonda  Kay  Martin,  a  1970  William 

March  24  Wca.™  Bfc*  Sc^Cin*;  H.r^*BC.  ***  2 

March  25  ij-j.  M  CU„,c;  FBC.  O— 5S5E2ESEKZ£ 

March  26  State  Vacation  Bible  School  Clinic  FRF  RrarwW  q  xo  a  m  i-oo  chaPter  of  Mortar  Board.  counting  program  at  Samford  Univer 

pm  (SS>  B  b  C  ’  reC  Brandon*  9-30a.rn.-3.00  Since  1983  Broom  has  5^^  at  sity  effective  July  1. 

March  27'  State  Vacation  Bible  School  Clinic;  FBC,  McComb;  9:30a.m.-3:00  yO  .  . 

March  28  State  Vacation  Bible  School  Clinic ;  Main  Street  BC,  Hattiesburg ;  /  n 

9:30  a.m.-3:00  p.m  .  <SS) 

March  28-29 Youth  Missions  Conference;  Gulfshore  Assembly;  3  pm  ,  28th-3  The  managing  editor  was  very  ex-  The  school  psychologist  told  the 
p.m.,  29th  ( BRO/WMU )  plicit  m  his  instructions  to  the  cub  teacher  of  the  third  grade  that  she 

y  y  /  s  .  reporter.  Among  other  things,  he  em-  didn’t  hold  the  interest  of  her  pupils. 

^  _ _ a.  ^  ^  t  phasized  that  names  be  obtained  in  "When  they  come  in  from  recess,  I’ll 

’  .  "  writing  all  items.  prove  to  you  that  they  are  not  paying 

“In  fact,”  he  stressed,  "names  are  the  least  attention  to  what  is  going 
essential.”  on.” 

Later  the  cub  reporter  handed  in  the  In  a  few  minutes  the  youngsters 
following  item :  straggled  in  and  sat  down.  The 

“Last  night  lightning  struck  a  barn  psychologist  asked  for  a  number,  and 
northwest  of  town  belonging  to  Ike  a  boy  gave  him  thirty-six.  This  the 
Davis,  and  killed  three  cows.  Their  critic  wrote  on  the  blackboard  as 
names  were  Rosie,  Isabel,  and  sixty-three,  he  then  called  for  another 
Mabel.”  number,  and  a  little  girl  said  eighty- 

one,  which  was  chalked  up  as  eight¬ 
een.  Several  other  numbers  were 
given  and  treated  in  a  similar  man- 
A  three-year-old  gave  this  reaction  ner  by  the  psychologist.  Finally  there 
to  her  Christmas  dinner:  “I  didn’t  like  came  a  squeaky  little  voice  saying:  • 
the  turkey,  but  I  like  the  bread  the  bird  “Eighty-eight.  See  what  you  can  do 
ate.”  —  The  Lima  (Ohio)  News  with  that.” 


>£h«£K>  BAPTISTRIES 

f'  HEATERS.  PUMPS 

W&P  FACTORY  DIRECT 

Vl/TOLL  FREE  1800-251-0679 
TN  CALL  COLLECT  615-875-0679 


IDENTIFY  YOUft  CHURCH  VEHICLES 
Busts  -  Vans  -  Cars  - 


•Fast! 

•  Easy  to  Apply! 

•  Permanent! 

•  Professional! 

•  Economical! 


For  FREE  estimate,  call 
STAMM  ADVERTISING 
120  Upton  Drive 
Jackson,  Mtesissippi  39209 

(601)  922-3400 


Lonnie  E.  Harbin,  father  of  L.  (address:  15107  Interlachen  Dr.,  Apt 
Bryon  Harbin,  missionary  to  Brazil,  408,  Silver  Spring,  Md.  20906).  Born  ir 
died  Fteb.  13  in  Montgomery  Ala.  Mis-  Washington,  DC.,  she  also  lived  ir 
sionary  Harbin  was  born  in  Maryland  and  in  Italyj*hile  growing 
Tuscaloosa  County,  Ala.,  but  lived  up. 
near  Bainbridge,  Ga.,  while  growing  .  ...  ... 

up  She  is  the  former  Dora  Dunkley  of  Edmond  and  Mary  Ann  Moses,  mis 
McLaurin,  Miss  Appointed  by  the  s,ona?“  1 ^uthatewana,  have 

Foreign  Mission  Boarxl  in  1969  they  ?  nt  *22"?  * 

may  be  addressed  at  Caixa  Postal  'addr^s:  P  °.  Box497,  Ham 

18345,  04699  Sao  Paulo,  SP,  Brazil.  manskraal  0400.  Republic  ofSoutf 

Africa ).  He  is  a  native  of  Orlando,  Fla 
Maryhi  Moore,  missionary  to  Italy,  The  former  Mary  Ann  Pugh  ol 
graduate  of  Blue  Mountain  College,  Mississippi,  she  was  born  in  Colum 
has  arrived  in  the  States  for  furlough  bus  and  grew  up  near  Brooksville 


THE  VI LL AGE  VI EW 

f©a ptiit  Children's  Villose 

Paul  N.  Nunnery,  Executive  Director 
_ P.  O.  Box  11308,  Jackson,  MS  39213,  (601)  922-2242 

Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 

FEBRUARY  26  -  MARCH  12,  1986 

A  portion  of  the  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of 
Honor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  others 
through  this  sensitive  meaningful  and  helpful  medium.  This  feature  is  hopeful¬ 
ly  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  request,  those  who  are  and  have 
been  special  to  our  special  friends. 


Mn.  lathis  (-rrvch 
Mr  4  Mrs  Nolan  McLean 
Mr*.  Thelma  Leper  GilleUe  • 
The  Kelly  Family 
Mrs.  J.  E.  Godfrey 
Elva  Gardner 
Mrs.  Charles  (Ora)  Graves 
Mr  4  Mrs  Sherwood  W  Wise 
Mr.  Earl  Graves 
Mrs  T  A  Wiltshire 
Grady  Green 
Mrs  Rogers  Parker 
Mrs.  Jim  Green 
Mr  It  Mrs.  J  L.  Martin 
Mrs.  Molly  Green 


Sam  Little  Miss  Amanda 

Mr  It  Mrs.  Garland  Parish  Childress 

Mr.  Richard  H.  Abbey  Lois  L  Baker 

Mrs  Milton  Foreman  It  Barbara  Alice  Childs 


Mr  It  Mrs  Rate  Ellenburg 
Col.  John  H.  Adams 
Mr  It  Mrs.  J.  C.  Stennett 
Mrs.  Pearl  Adams 


Mr  It  Mrs  Barney  Cook 
Mr  Churchill 
Mrs  Bessie  T.  Parish 
Miss  Jessie  Threlfall 


Katherine.  James  It  Don  Boney  Mrs.  Woodrow  ( Ann  Wilson)  Clark 


Rev.  V  L.  Alderman 
Mrs  J.  R.  Edwards 
Mrs.  Jewel  Aldy 
Mr  It  Mrs  Varda  man  Ellington 
Mr.  Hugh  C.  Alexander 
Senior  Adult  Sunday  School. 
Tylertown 
J.  C.  Alexander 


Mr  It  Mrs  W  J  Reed.  Jr 
Norman  It  Audra  O'Neal. 

Sarah  Ponder 
Mr  It  Mrs  Cliff  Landrum 
Friendship  Sunday  School. 
Clinton 

Mr.  A.  T.  Cleveland 
Forest  Baptist  Church 


Mr  It  Mrs  Vardaman  Ellington  Mrs.  Ethel  Coghlan 


Mrs  Brock  A.  Craft 
Alexander 

Mr  It  Mrs.  Charles  M  Ray 
Mr  It  Mrs.  Tbmmy  Gels  ton 
Mrs.  Pearl  Allen 
Robert  L.  It  Mrs  Kay  Hollimon 
Alice  Atkins 


Burnell  It  Evelyn  Hitt 
Mr.  Bill  Cole 
Mrs.  Amos  A  render.  Sr 
Rebekah  K.  Myers 
John  A.  Coleman 
Mr  It  Mrs.  Clovis  Pruett 
Mr  It  Mrs.  Sammie  D.  Pruett 


Rhema  Sunday  School.  McComb  Mrs.  Lillian  Coleman 


David  A  vent 
Mrs  Sarah  Duncan 
Mr.  Troy  Bailey 
Mrs  Opal  H.  Green 
Mrs.  Cleo  Barrentine 
Mr  It  Mrs.  Dewey  Foshee 
Mr  K  Glen  Batson 
Millard  It  Dorothy  Hubbard 
Mrs.  F.  M.  Braird 
Judge  It  Mrs.  Charles  Clark 
Elinor  Beck 
Mary  Van  Namen 
Mrs  Raymond  Booth 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Charles  W.  Holmes 
Mrs.  Josephine  Bevill 
Mr  It  Mrs.  Vardaman  Ellington 
Senior  Ladies  Sunday  School. 

Lexington 

Mr  It  Mrs.  R.  M  Granthan 
Mr.  Travis  Biddle 
Polly  Frazier 
Russell  Birmingham 
Judge  It  Mrs.  Charles  Clark 
Mrs.  Rina  P.  Bishop 
Mr  It  Mrs.  Ray  Anderson.  Jr 
Will  Ed  Blake 
Callie  D.  Ihylor 
Gladys  D.  Pope 
Gale  Blakeney 
Mrs  Joe  D.  Stringer.  Sr 
H.  E.  Klakeslee 
Lou  Van  Velkinburgh 
Mr.  B  R.  Braswell 
Yale  Street  Baptist  Church 
C.  S.  Bridget-* 

Mrs  Berta  B.  Bridgets 
Mrs.  Martha  Broach 
Mrs.  C.  E.  Farmer 
Mrs  E  L.  Phillips 
Miss  Martha  Ruth  Phillips 
Mr.  Charlie  Breens 
Betty  It  Bud  Thigpen 
E.  Robert  Brown 
Mr  It  Mrs  Billy  B  Rawls 
Mr.  Albert  Bryant 
Mrs  Opal  H.  Green 
Tammy  Bofltin 
Mr  It  Mrs.  Louis  K  Bell 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  George  Bon  lor 
Miss  Phyllis  J.  Bun  ton 
Thomas  Ward  Burchfield 
Mr  4  Mrs  C.  D  Pollan 
Mrs  W.  L.  Thompson 
Mrs.  R.  L.  Butler 
Mrs  Jewel  W.  Roebuck 
Mrs.  Katherine  Bo  Us 
Mr  k  Mrs.  Norman  O'Neal 
John  Earl  *  Geraldine  Calhoun 
Mr  k  Mrs.  Deimos  E.  Padgett 
Mrs.  Otis  Carroll 
Mr  k  Mrs  H.  C.  Mallet) 

Frank  Ch  often 
Stanton  Baptist  Church 
Aimtee  Pa  midi  Chari  wood 
Mr  *  Mrs.  Sam  T.  Carter 


Charles  It  Betty  Ellerbe 
Daniel  Mayo  Collins 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  H  E  Dawkins 
Neil  S.  Collins 
Mrs  A.  T.  Liddell 
Jack  It  Carolyn  Liddell 
L.  E  k  Velma  McCoy 
Jewel  McCoy 
Mrs  Elise  M  Curtis 
Mrs.  John  Colston 
Mr  k  Mrs.  Robeert  Russom 
Mrs.  (  on lee 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  I  .airy  Gnemi 
Mrs.  Perlyne  G.  Conn 
Mr  It  Mrs.  R  E  Nelms 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Henry  Milner 
Vaiden  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Joe  Conway 


Auunda  Dearman 
Margaret  Bngance 
Jeanette  Dees 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Perry  Jenkins 
Mrs.  Hattie  Dilwerth 
Mr  It  Mrs  Sam  T.  Carter 
hLtry  Frances  Roebke 
Frances  Calvary 
Mrs.  Murray  Di  I  worth 
Mr  It  Mrs  John  Lorick 
Mr.  Charlie  Dodd 
Mrs.  J.  L.  Cults 
Mrs.  Dos  sett  „ 

Lee  Roy  It  Ruby  Jean  Kennedy 
(apt.  Jack  Dove 
"Lefty"  Fulton 
Mr.  Harold  Drake 
Elva  Gardner 
Mrs.  Lula  Dreanan 
R.  M  Sumrall 

Mrs  Coriime  E  Watte  k  Family 

James  A.  Dukes 

Mr  It  Mrs.  Shelly  Stegall 
Mr  It  Mrs  Travis  Davis 
Mrs  Geneva  Roberts 
Thomas  Dnrrett 
Ray  It  Nellie  Wilkie 
Mrs.  Mary  Leu  Earnest 
Dr  k  Mrs  Waiter  C  Anderson 
Mrs.  Lois  Easley 
Charles  k  Beulah  Lovom 
Sen.  James  O.  Eastland 
Mrs.  Dixie  Mae  Kelly 
Mrs  Helen  H.  Tonnar 
Mr.  k  Mrs  Perry  Jenkins 
Betty  it  Bud  Thigpen 
Sandra  Marie  Edwards 
Peggy  White 
Charles  E.  Embry 
Mr  It  Mrs  Richard  M  Allen 
Lanra  Elizabeth  Esless 
Dr.  It  Mr  John  Estess 
Mrs.  Mimic  Ethel  Exetl 
Mr  It  Mrs  Harry  C.  Hall 


Mr  It  Mrs  Euree  Grantham  It  Mrs.  Emma  Fairchild 


-Eric _ 

Peggy  Cook 

Stanton  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Mary  Gore  Cooper 
Mary  Kate  It  John  M  Hood 
Mrs.  Nellie  Cooper 
Mrs.  Estelle  Cooper 
The  Donnie  Perkins  Family 
Mrs.  Nellie  Cooper 
Mr  &  Mrs  Delbert  L  Edwards 
Mr.  Willie  Cothern 
Mr  k  Mrs.  Thomas  Walters 
Jimmy  Cotton 
Marie  Sledge 
L.  E.  (  ounce 

First  Baptist  Church.  Corinth 

Mr.  Maynard  Craft 
Mr  k  Mrs  Charles  Hairston 
Miss  Elizabeth  Criss 
Mrs  Julian  G.  (Wilna)  Pender 
Mr  It  Mrs.  Len  Craig 
Mr.  Huh  Crosby 
Mr  It  Mrs  W  D  Griffin 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Mike  Griffin 
Mrs.  Walter  Cross 
Algie  Moore 

Dorothy  Nettles  It  Family 
Judy  Boykin  k  Family 
John  Edward  Crowe 
Earl  It  Dot  Allen 
Harvey  k  Ruth  McCullough 
Mr.  Lonnie  Crowe 
Mrs  E  H.  Neill 
Billie  Lea  Custer 
Mr  It  Mrs.  Elwood  Crain 
Dr.  O.  D.  Dabbs 
Dr  It  Mrs.  John  Estess 
Mr.  WiIHe  Darby 


Mrs.  Gerald  Kees 
Mr  4  Mrs  M  L.  Knight 
Mr.  Ira  Kendrick 
Yale  Street  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Gordon  H.  Kent 
Mrs  .Gordon  H.  Kent 
Jimmie  King 

Koiola  Springs  Community 
Mr.  Jobnsey  King 
B  Hal  Buchanan 
Mr  4  Mrs  Reed  Carter 
Margueritte  Stuart 
Lucille  Holleman 
Mrs  Hilda  Kirkland 
Sid  4  Mary  Champion 


The  Margaret  Lilly  Sunday  Mrs.  Hugh  fL  Kirkland 


School.  Summit 
Mr.  H.  M.  Griffing 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Henry  Purviance 
Wyvette  Griffith 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Carroll  Holloway 
Mr.  Howard  Gully 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Robert  Sparkman 
Clara  4  Kenneth  Hager 
Karl  Hager 
Mr.  Randolph  Hall 
Carol  Brumby 
Imogene  Haul  net 
Lizzie  Mae  4  Barbara  Ann  Lang 
Mrs.  Antonia  Bates 
Mrs.  Kenny  Hamner 
Mattie  R  Sanders 
Mr.  Leo  Hamrick 
Mrs  Forrest  Dalton 
Elmo  Hardy 
Brenda  Dismuke 
Edward  Hamgill 
Mr.  4  Mrs  Randy  L  Dillon 
Mr  4  Mrs  Billy  R  Havard 
Oma  G  Scott 
Mr.  Norman  Harris 
Mr  4  Mrs  Jack  Parker 
Veraaa  Harris 

Mr  4  Mrs  George  Gatewood 
Robert  Dedricfc  Hart 
Patricia  4  Derrell  Smith 
Mrs.  Bertha  Hart  field 
Mr.  4  Mrs  Earl  B.  Hinton 


Mrs  Ruth  C.  Champion 
Mrs.  Donna  Kyzar 
Mrs  Gary  Weatherly 
Searcy  Ladner 
Mr  4  Mrs  W.  H  Merreil 


Mr.  Engene  McCain 
Mr  4  Mrs  Gayland  D  White 

Joe  McCUnahaa 

Tom  4  Mickle  Watson 
Floyd  4  Jewel  Malone 
Ataden  McClellan.  Ill 
Frank  J  Payerski 
Katie  Mae  McCallam 
Billy  F  Wilson 

Mather  nf  Msrrine  4  Verna 

McCombs 

B  4  J  M  Young.  Jr. 

Mrs.  Joe  McCurley 
Mr  4  Mrs  Mike  DaughdnIJ 
Mrs.  Mods  McCurley 
Mr  4  Mrs  Joseph  A  Rollins 
Mr  4  Mrs  Elwood  Cram 
Mr.  Charles  E.  McDaoiel 
Dr  4  Mrs.  J  H  Kyzar 
Eunice  McDaniel 


The  Fannie  Ratcliff  Sunday  (Iren  l-ovetl 


Woody  Pack  Family 
Earnest  J.  Lee 
Mrs  Louise  L  Hobday 
Kiddie  Lee 
Mr  4  Mrs  Glen  King 
Mr.  Randolph  Lee 
Burnell  4  Evelyn  Hitt 
Dr.  Sam  Leggio 
Bill  4  Martha  Bell  „ 

James  Franklin  Lrmly 
Mr  4  Mrs.  lYuett  Smith 
Mr.  Frank  Lewis 
Mr  4  Mrs  Ancle  Cleveland 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Joe  Cleveland 
Mrs.  Wanda  Listen 
Mr  4  Mrs  Alton  Neal 
Devough  Little 
Mr  4  Mrs  J.  L.  Corley 
Mr  4  Mrs  Herman  Mason 
Marvin  "Dnde"  UUIe 
Young  Ladies  Sunday  School. 

Cascilla  « 

Stella  IJoyrd 
Sarah  F  Duncan 
Mrs.  Davis  Loagmirr 
Mrs  Robert  E  Rushing 


Mary  Evelyn  Vincent 

Mis.  Ida  Farr 

Mr  4  Mrs.  Gerald  M  Combs 
Mrs.  l-otiie  Ferguson 
Mr  4  Mrs  Ellis  Blount  4 
Cameron 

Mrs  Maud  Ferguson 
Althea  Z  Stone 
Larry  C.  Flowers 
Ruth  F  Welsh 
Ruby  Fly 
Glenda  Bruce 

Providence-  Baptist  Church  Choir 
Mrs.  Wyetle  B.  Foard 
Mrs  B  F  Duckworth 
Julia  Barnes  Stone 
Mrs.  Etha  Nelson 
Mis.  E.  L.  (Lacy)  Fondren 
Mrs.  Fitz  R  Morgan.  Sr 
Hazel  Tyler 
Mrs.  Amaada  Forbes 
Mrs.  Eleanor  Lipoey 
Mrs.  Jean  Brister 
Mrs.  Mtaa  Fortenberry 
Ladies  Sunday  School.  McComb 
Mr.  4  Mis.  J.  P.  Foster 
Mrs  Ruth  Blackwell 
Mr  I.  L.  Foster.  Sr. 

Mr  4  Mrs  Jack  Parker 
Mrs.  John  Fraiser 
Mr  4  Mrs  Raymond  L  Craig.  Jr 
Mr.  F.  E.  Fyke.  Sr. 

Mr.  4  Mrs  Benton  E.  Cain 
Mrs.  Lucy  Cain  Macgowan 
George  Coley 

Mr  4  Mrs  Delbert  L  Edwards 
Mrs.  Lucile  Moore  I 

Annie  Ruth  Corley 


School.  Cluster 
Mr.  Shy  Hartaess 
Grady  4  Inez  Koen 
Dennis  Hawkins 
Mrs  Lorena  B  Newman 
Beverly  Ana  Henry 
Mr  4  Mrs  Jack  L  Henry 
Ms.  Edaa  Henry 
Mrs  Mary  N.  Craft 
Mrs  J.  Hartford  Jones 
Mrs.  Lottie  Elmo  Herlong 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Chester  Pratt 
Mrs  F  L.  James 
Mrs.  J.  D.  Hish 
Mr  4  Mrs  M  E  Randle 
Andv  Hissrox 
Mr  4  Mrs  J  L  Head 
Mr.  Trovis  Hilt 
Virginia  4  Terry  Walters 
Mr  4  Mrs  Alvin  Word.  Jr 
Mr  4  Mrs  James  A.  Hathorn 
Mr.  Thomas  Holder 
Gladys  Cruise 
H  E  Wilkinson 
Mrs.  M.  V.  Heilman 
Mr  4  Mrs  W  J  Selman 
Mrs.  Margaret  Hopkins 
Mrs  Jimmy  Layer 
Mr.  Thomas  Ray  Horton 
Mrs  T.  J  Staten 
Mr  4  Mrs  Hayes  Branscome 
Mrs  C.  S  Geeslin 
Mr  4  Mrs  Walter  B  Moore 
Ferrell  4  Sibyl  Barksdale 
Mr  4  Mrs  John  G.  Hardy 
Mrs  Rogers  Parker 
Rich.  Frances,  the  Boys  4-Grace 
Defenbaugh 
Mrs  Ella  May 

Charles  4  Gail  Davis  4  Family 


Lamar  Kimbrough  4  Family 
Mrs.  Mary  Elian  Butt  Locked 
Mrs.  F  E  Trevilion 
Mr.  John  H.  Mahar 
Mrs  Charlotte  V  Triplett 
Mrs.  Lannie  Mae  Martin 
Mr  4  Mrs  E.  L  McCoy 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Walter  Ctnttom 
Mr.  Roy  Martin 
Elva  Gardner 
Rev.  Joe  H.  Mas 
Mr  4  Mrs  Richard  Mims 
Robert  Wendell  McAMIy 
Walter  Helums.  Jr 


Frances  T. 


Mr  4  Mrs  O.  D.  Duncan 
Oncar  M.  MeGeellee 
Billy  4  Gene  Havard 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  W.  F.  MrlnUsh 
Mrs  C  N  Mangum 
Mary  Amy  McMittau 
Mr  4  Mrs  George  Myers 
Mrs.  Idrll  McNair 
Forest  Baptist  Church 

U.  ( 1 _ no  -  «-» 

Mr.  V  liiTHCT  IMTMI 

Mr  4  Mrs  R  J  Boyte 
Debbie  Faye  Mercer 
C  W  Odom 
Mrs.  Hicks  Middleton 
Mr  4  Mrs  Raymond  Barker 
Mrs.  Ray  Midell 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Jack  Parker 
Dr.  Lloyd  4  Betsy  Milam 
Dr  4  Mrs  Herman  Boroughs 
Mr.  Boyce  Miller 
Dr  4  Mrs  John  Estess 
Delma  Miller 
Katherine  W  Melton 
Mrs.  Grace  (W.  B.I  Miller 
Mr  4  Mrs  C.  E  Carnes 
Mr  4  Mrs  Fred  Johnston 
Mrs.  Frauces  Mis  so 
Adult  Women’s  Class  No  3 
Natchez 

Mrs.  F.  M.  Mitchener 
Mr  4  Mrs  Ibm  Rice 
Mrs.  Odessa  Hnx  Moak 
Senior  Adult  Sunday  School. 
Tylertown 
Miss  Floy  Moody 
Fidelis  Sunday  School. 
Poplarvilie 
Mrs.  Bob  Morgan 
John  4  Billie  Whitfield 


Mr.  Frank  Morgan 
Mr  4  Mrs  Johnny  C  Doude 
Mr.  Jesse  Morgan 
Senior  Adult  Sunday  School 
Bogue  Chitto 
Kay  maud  Morgan 
Glen  4  Janet  Doty 
Mr.  Kobe  M arris 
Willie  4  Miriam  Simmons 
Mr  4  Mrs  Billy  B  Rawls 
Mrs.  Mary  Mar  ton 
Mrs  E  V  Powell 
Dr  4  Mrs  £fank  L  Butler 
Mrs.  Daily  Masher 
Lou  4  Margaret  Dodez 
Mr.  Buddy  Moil 
Mr  4  Mrs  Henry  Purviance 
O.  O.  M  vers 

Mr  4  Mrs  Perry  Jenkins 

Mrs.  John  Willis  Myricfc 
Mr  4  Mrs  Ellis  E  Randle 
Mm.  Ob  Hindi 
Mrs  Eugene  H  (Fbi  Puts 
Mrs  Mouse  Nelson 
lee  Roy  4  Ruby  Jean  Kennedy 
\rhiu 

Mr  4  Mrs  C  D  Berman 
Mm.  Jane  I  aster  Ogden 
Mr  4  Mrs  Roy  Sorrels 
Grandson  of  Mr.  4  Mrs  John  B 
Osborne 

Mrs  Bessie  T  Parish 
Mm.  M.  A.  <  Helen  I  Onsiry 
Mr  H  H  Spell 
Mr  4  Mrs  W  Y  Sudduth 
Mr.  Frlis  Ontzs 
Mrs  Estelle  Wiltcture 
Edith  Gibson 
Mrs  W  H.  Frederick 
Mr  4  Mrs  Joe  B  Dakin 
t  aritan  Parker 
Mr  4  Mrs  H  K  Barren 
Mm.  Sharon  Parnell 
Mr  4  Mrs  Fred  Patanertrre 
Erursl  Parson 
Mrs  F  L  James 
Harold  Wilson 
Mm.  Rosa  Parsons 
Mrs  Lucile  Moore 
Mabel  While  PauHus 
Mr  4  Mrs  David  P  Geil 
Ed  Penn 
Walter  Barbee 
Prnn 

Rrch.  Frances,  the  Boys  4  Grace 
Defenbaugh 


Mrs  Murry  Pennington.  Sr 
Mrs  Murry  Penrunglan.  Sr 
Uheri  Pierre 
Floyd  4  Rose  Coil 

(To  be  continued) 


Barbara  W  Swearingen.  Mike  4  Mr.  Percy  Galloway 


Scott 

Mm.  Elma  IngaM  Darnell 
Faye  H  Davis 
Mrs  Marcie  Cecil 
Mrs.  Mary  G.  Beaird 
Mm.  Bert  Darnell.  Sr. 
Miss  Elizabeth  Perkins 


Mrs  Key  Woods 
Mr.  Gardner 
Larry  4  Pam  Gnemi 
Mr.  John  Gatewood 
Mr  4  Mrs  Robert  E  Rushing  4 
Family 

Mr  4  Mrs.  Lex  Bra  me.  Jr. 


Dr  4  Mrs  Herman  Boroughs 
Bob  Hoff 
Mrs  O.  K.  Can- 

Earl  llotgan 

Mr  4  Mrs.  Boyce  Keating 

Mm.  Mattie  Hooter 
Mrs  Nora  N  Thomas 
Brother  nf  Estelle  Hutcheson 
Estelle  Hutcheson 
Mr.  Bordet!  Ingram 
Mr  4  Mrs  H  D  Graham 
Mary  Elizabeth  Butler 
Mr.  HaraM  Irwin.  Jr. 

Lou  4  Margaret  Dodez 
Mm.  Harriet  Janous 
Mr.  4  Mrs  Thomas  Walters 
Mm.  June* 

Mr  4  Mrs  Don  R  Baker 
Mm.  Ceba  Janes 
Genie  Hyde 
Mm.  Elva  L.  Janes 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Guy  McClure 
Mm.  Haari  Jnakin 
Yale  Street  Baptist 


Millard  4  Dorothy  Hubbard 


Your  EASTER  Gifts 

For  Children’s 

Clothing  And  Shoe  Budget  Provisions 
Are  Absolutely  Necessary! 

Have  you  mailed  your  gift? 

Our  Easter  Goal  $130,000.00 

Given  through  March  10  $12,323,76 
Hurry!  Help  Us  Reach  Our  Coal! 
Paul  N.  Nunnery,  Executive  Director 
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Uniform:  A  hope  leading  to  action 

Bible  Book:  Sound  doctrine  and  right  living 

Life  and  Work:  Hope  from  the  cross 


Hope  in  the  cross 


By  Peter  McLeod 
Matthew  27:11,  28-29,  37-43,  54 
Picture  the  scene  described  in  this 
passage.  On  one  side,  Pilate,  the 
proud,  overbearing  Roman  pro¬ 
curator,  sitting  on  his  seat  of  judge¬ 
ment.  Before  him,  standing  quietly, 
Jesus,  the  humble  carpenter  from 
Nazareth,  accused  of  high  treason. 
Here  we  have  the  representative  of  the 
Roman  Empire  and  the  represen¬ 
tative  of  the  Kingdom  of  God  in  a  face- 
to-face  confrontation.  A  dramatic,  yet 
sobering,  picture! 

Pilate  knew  little  or  nothing  about 
Jesus,  but  he  did  recognize  that  his 
enemies  wanted  him  put  to  death. 
After  hearing  the  accusers  and  seeing 
the  accused,  he  was  unwilling  to  con¬ 
demn  an  obviously  innocent  man,  yet 
he  was  equally  unwilling  to  an¬ 
tagonize  the  Jewish  establishment  by 
setting  Him  free.  Faced  with  a  dif¬ 


ficult  problem,  he  suddenly 
remembered  that  at  this  time  of  year 
—  Passover  —  it  was  the  custom  to 
release  to  the  people  the  prisoner  of 
their  choice.  Making  that  choice  as 
difficult  as  possible,  he  asked  the 
raucous  crowd,  “Which  one  do  you 
want  me  to  release  to  you:  Barabbas, 
or  Jesus  who  is  called  Christ?”  (v.  17). 

But  the  religious  leaders,  an¬ 
ticipating  Pilate’s  compromising  per¬ 
sonality,  has  gigged  the  crowd  to  such 
a  fever  pitch  that  they  answered  as 
one  voice,  “Barabbas!”  (v.  20). 

Still  reluctant  to  condemn  an  inno¬ 
cent  man,  especially  after  his  wife’s 
warning  (v.  19),  Pilate  asked  the  ques¬ 
tion  that  haunts  the  world  today, 
“What  shall  I  do,  then,  with  Jesus  who 
is  called  Christ?  (v.  22). 

This  was  not  a  new  question  for  the 
accusers;  they  had  faced  it  when  he 
healed  a  man  on  the  Sabbath,  when 


Sound  doctrine  .  .  . 


Billy  McKay 
Titus  2:1-3:15 

Introduction.  Titus  presents  one  of 
the  finest  pictures  of  a  New  Ttestament 
church  in  its  full-orbed  realization  in 
the  community  as  an  organization. 
Many  boast  today  that  they  belong  to 
a  New  Ttestament  church.  In  this  epis¬ 
tle  is  found  the  measuring  rod.  The 
ideal  church  is  one  that  has  an  order¬ 
ly  organization,  is  sound  in  doctrine, 
pure  in  life,  and  “ready  to  every  good 
work.” 

I.  We  have  the  principles  for  sound 
doctrine  and  right  living  (2:1-10).  This 
letter  to  Titus  is  a  kind  of  handbook 
for  instructing  the  believers.  In 
chapter  two  Titus  exhorts  the  pastor- 
ing  elders  to  teach  certain  principles 
for  sound  doctrine  and  right  living  to 
the  members  of  the  churches  (2:1). 
These  principles  cover  the  whole 


spectrum  of  believers.  Notice  the  prin¬ 
ciples  are  for  the  following:  A.  The 
senior  men  (2:1-2).  B.  The  senior 
women  (2:3).  C.  The  younger  women 
(2:4-5).  D.  The  younger  men  (2:6-8) . 
E.  The  Christian  workmen  (2:9-10). 
You  will  notice  that  each  group  has 
specific  instructions. 

Seme  have  compared  our  lives  to 
the  four  seasons  of  the  year.  Spring 
would  represent  birth  and  new  life. 
The  spiritual  birth  of  Zacchaeus 
(Luke  19:1-10),  Nathanael  (John 
1:45-51),  Nicodemus  (John  3:1-16),  the 
Samaritan  woman  (John  4:1-42),  the 
Ethiopian  Eunuch  ( Acts  8:26-40),  Saul 
of  Itersus  ( Acts  9: 1-16),  and  the  Philip¬ 
pian  jailor  (Acts  16:25-34)  illustrate 
“birth  truths.” 

Summer  in  life  is  that  time  which 
represents  Christian  growth.  The 
book  of  Proverbs  warns  the  young  of 


Hope  leading  to  action 


Gus  Merritt 
I  John  1-3 

Focal  passage:  I  John  2:1-6,  28-3:3 

The  Apostle  John  introduces  the 
matter  of  sin  in  the  life  of  the  believer 
in  I  John  1 :7  and  continues  the  theme 
through  2:2.  He  is  not  dealing  here 
with  the  practice  of  sin  but  sin  as  an 
individual  act.  If  one  practices  sin  a$ 
a  habit,  that  one  is  not  a  believer.  Sin 
in  the  life  of  the  believer  should  be 
more  of  an  accident  than  a 
premeditated  act.  Sin  should  be  a  sur¬ 
prise  to  the  believer.  When  the 
believer  accepted  Christ  as  Savior, 
God  did  not  make  it  impossible  for 
him  to  sin,  but  he  did  make  it  possi¬ 
ble  for  him  not  to  sin. 

When  as  believers  we  do  sin,  we 
have  an  “advocate  with  the  Father” 
(I  John  2:1).  This  is  a  picture  of  a 
courtroom  scene.  The  Father  is  the 
judge  and  Jesus  Christ  is  our  defense 
attorney.  The  word  “advocate”  is  the 
translation  of  the  word  “parakletos.” 
This  word  is  also  translated  “com¬ 
forter”  in  John’s  Gospel  account  in 
reference  to  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  word 


means  “one  called  to  the  side  of 
another,”  thus,  an  advocate.  In  order 
to  complete  the  courtroom  scene,  we 
need  an  accuser.  Satan  is  called  “the 
accuser  of  our  brethren”  (Rev.  12:10). 

The  qualification  for  Jesus  as  our 
advocate  is  two-fold.  First,  he  is 
“Jesus  Christ  the  righteous”  (v.  1).  Se¬ 
cond,  he  is  “the  propitiation  for  our 
sins”  (v.  2).  The  word  “propitiation” 
means  “the  atoning  sacrifice”  and  he 
is  the  ground  upon  which  God  extends 
mercy  to  the  guilty.  It  is  important  to 
notice  what  is  written  in  verse  2b.  He 
is  the  propitiation  for  the  whole  world 
of  mankind  as  well  as  for  the  believer. 
Even  though  this  is  true,  forgiveness 
is  not  extended  automatically  to 
everyone.  Only  to  those  who  accept 
Christ  as  the  one  who  paid  the  penal¬ 
ty  for  sin  is  forgiveness  given.  The 
person  who  is  unsaved  must  be  con¬ 
victed  by  the  Holy  Spirit  that  he  is  a 
sinner,  experiences  godly  sorrow  for 
his  sin,  turns  from  that  sin  and  ac¬ 
cepts  Christ  as  the  only  Savior  from 
that  sin.  Those  of  us  who  have  ac¬ 
cepted  Christ  are  obligated  to  share 


he  chose  the  company  of  publicans 
and  sinners  over  that  of  the  religious 
elite  and  when  he  cleansed  the  temple. 
But  Pilate  allowed  the  enemies  of 
r  Jesus  to  override  his  sense  of  justice 
and  instead  of  being  a  representative 
*  of  Rome, -he  became  the  tool  of  un¬ 
principled  politicians  and  canting, 

;  ranting  religious  leaders.  So  they 
crucified  Jesus,  hoping  that  in  his 
death  they  could  do  what  they  had 
failed  to  do  in  his  life  —  forget  his 
challenges  and  erase  his  influence. 

But  after  2,000  years,  the  verdict  of 
history  and  experience  is  that  they 
failed  again.  What  they  intended  as  an 
end  became  a  beginning,  for  in  that 
moment  when  man  was  at  his  sinning 
worst,  God  waoat  his  loving  best! 

The  question  Pilate  asked  must  still 
be  answered  today  and  in  a  person’s 
response  lies  his  only  hope  for  life. 
“What  shall  I  do,  then,  with  Jesus  who 
is  called  Christ?” 

If  this  lesson  has  anything  to  say  to 
modern  man,  it  is  that  there  is  hope 

the  many  pitfalls  of  life  (cf.  Prov. 
1:4;  2:1;  3:1,  11;  4:1;  5:1;  6:1;  7:1; 
13:1).  Fall  would  represent  fruit¬ 
fulness  and  productivity  in  life.  This 
time  in  the  Christian  life  carries  with 
it  the  hazard  of  getting  our  priorities 
in  the  wrong  place  (cf.  Matt.  6:25-34; 
Mk.  10:17-22;  Lu.  12:16-34). 

Winter  in  life  symbolizes  the  end  of 
life  and  death.  This  is  a  time  to  be 
faithful  to  the  end  of  life’s  joumeylcF 
Phil.  1:20-25;  2  Tim.  4:6-8;  Rev.  2:10). 
Every  age  in  life  is  special.  You  will  ' 
note  that  some  of  the  things  mention¬ 
ed  in  the  text  in  Titus  2:2-10  are  just 
for  certain  persons.  On  the  other  hand 
some  things  are  for  all  believers.  For 
example,  the  word  “sober”  (i.e.,  wise 
in  thinking)  is  for  all  believers  (cf.  2:2, 

4,  6).  We  must  note  that  Paul  is  not 
putting  down  any  group  here.  He  is 
saying  that  every  age  is  special.  All 
persons,  male  or  female,  old  or  young, 
have  a  valuable  contribution  to  make 
in  ministry. 

II.  We  have  the  provision  for  sound 

this  witness  to  those  who  have  not  ac¬ 
cepted  Christ. 

The  evidence  that  we  have  accepted 
Christ  as  Savior  is  to  be  found  in  our 
obedience  to  him.  The  hymn,  “Trust 
and  Obey,”  sums  up  the  Christian  life 
very  well.  Christ  is  not  only  Savior,  but 
Lord.  For  us  to  say  we  know  Christ 
and  not  obey  him  is  to  lie  (vs.  3,  4). 
The  commandments  here  means  the 
whole  body  of  teaching  of  our  Lord. 
Not  only  is  obedience  evidence  of  our 
commitment  to  Christ,  but  it  is  ajso 
the  way  of  maturing  love  (v.  5). 

As  we  abide  in  Christ,  we  will  walk 
as  he  walked  (v.  6).  Walk  means  “an 
ordered  way  of  life.”  This  is  to  say  the 
believer  will  gp,  do  and  say  those 
things  which  are  pleasing  to  Christ 
and  will  bring  honor  to  him.  As 
believers,  we  are  responsible  for  our 
actions  each  day  of  our  lives.  It  is  in-  ! 
teresting  that  the  Christians  were  j 
referred  to  as  people  of  the  “way.” 
Jesus  is  the  door  and  that  door  opens 
to  the  way. 

Our  righteous  conduct  will  keep  us 
prepared  for  the  second  coming  of  ! 
Christ  <  v.  28) .  There  will  be  no  shame 
when  he  appears  and  we  meet  him. 
The  fact  that  we  have  been  begotten  i 


:  beyond  the  immediate.  Looking  only 
;  at  that  which  surrounds  us  —  life  at 
its  very  worst  for  the  most  part  —  one 
understands  Arthur  Miller’s  state¬ 
ment,  “There  is  a  profound  skepticism 
abroad,  there  is  a  deep  suspicion 
abroad  that  things  are  flying  apart  at 
the  edges.  There  is  a  depp  suspicion 
abroad  that  the  center  will  not  hold.” 
A  popular  song  of  the  70’s  echoed  that 
pessimism  when  it  asked,  “Is  that  all 
there  is  to  life  —  circuses,  marriage, 
death?  If  that’s  all  there  is,  my  friend, 
let’s  keep  on  dancing,  let’s  break  out 
the  booze  and  have  a  ball  —  if  that’s 
all  there  is.” 

The  cross  is  God’s  “No!”  to  these 
themes  of  despair  and  hoplessness.  In 
the  cross  we  have  God’s  visual  and 
eternal  statement  of  his  love.  In  John 
3:16,  we  read,  “For  God  So  loved  . . 
he  gave  . . .”  and  it  is  in  who  he  gave 
that  we  find  hope,  for  in  giving  his  Son, 
he  literally  gave  himself  to 
demonstrate  how  far  he  was  willing  to 
go  for  his  creation. 

doctrine  and  right  living  (2:11-15).  The 
provision  is  grace.  It  brings  salvation 
(2:11).  It  brings  spirituality  (2:12-15). 
Most  know  that  salvation  is  a  free  gift 
of  God’s  grace  (cf.  Eph.  2:8-9).  Many 
Christians  don’t  seem  to  understand 
that  the  Christian  life  is  just  as  much 
the  gift  of  God  as  salvation  is.  Notice 
in  2:11-12  that  it  is  stated  that  “the 
grace  of  God”  teaches  us  how  to  live. 
This  grace  gives  us  the  power  to  live 
(1)  soberly-as  unto  ourselves  (2:12a) 
figHftebusly-as  unto  others  1 2 : 13b ) 
and  (3)  godly-as  unto  our  Savior 
(2:12c).  According  to  2:15  “these 
things"  (i.e.,  the  “sound  doctrine”  of 
2:1  are  to  be  taught  to  the  persons 
mentioned  in  2:1-10). 

III.  We  have  a  purpose  of  sound  doc¬ 
trine  and  right  living  (3:1-11).  This 
chapter  emphasizes  the  ministry  of 
believers  to  those  who  are  not  Chris¬ 
tians.  The  overarching  purpose  of  the 
book  of  Titus  is  the  winning  of  persons 
to  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  and  discipling 
them.  God’s  purpose  for  the  church  is 

of  God  is  reinforced  by  our  righteous 
life.  We  have  taken  on  the  character 
of  Christ. 

I  John  3:1-3,  continues  the  theme  of 
the  second  coming  of  Christ.  The  word 
“behold”  is  not  a  word  of  astonish¬ 
ment,  but  to  call  the  believers’  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  truths  which  follow.  The 
word  translated  “what  manner  of”  is 
a  word  of  astonishment  and  usually 
admiration.  It  is  truly  astounding  that 
God  would  lavish  such  love  upon  the 
believer  that  he  would  be  “called  the 
sons  (children)  of  God.”  Therefore, 
because  the  world  did  not  know  him 
it  will  not  know  us. 

Not  only  is  there  a  great  blessing  to 
us  now  as  the  children  of  God,  but 
there  is  more  to  come!  When  Christ 
appears  we  will  be  like  him.  This 
perfect  likeness  will  be  instantaneous 
upon  our  seeing  him  as  he  is.  Two 
facts  appear  here.  (1).  Jesus  is  com¬ 
ing  and  (2).  We  will  be  like  him.  As  a 
result  of  these  truths,  we  have  hope  in 
Jesus.  This  hope  in  Jesus  will 
motivate  us  to  be  pure,  as  he  is  pure 

Gus  MerriU  is  pastor,  Clarke  Ven¬ 
able.  Decatur. 


The  apostle  John  says  it  again  in 
1  John  4:10,  “This  is  love:  not  that  we 
loved  God,  but  that  he  loved  us  . . .” 

William  Hull  tells  us  of  a  man  who 
came  to  him  for  counseling  and  a 
listening  ear.  Pouring  out  a  story  that 
rang  with  “failure,”  he  suddenly 
stated,  “You  may  not  understand,  but 
I  have  been  to  hell!”  Hull  confessed 
that  he  had  never  experienced  the 
things  the  man  was  talking  about  and 
then  he  said,  “But  I  know  one  who  has 
been  to  hell  and  back!”  and  he  led 
him  to  Christ. 

That’s  the  hope  of  the  cross  —  that 
a  man  can  “come  back”  from 
whatever  “hells”  life  has  handed  him. 
The  sobering  reality,  however,  is  that 
each  person  will  only  find  that  hope 
as  he/she  answers  the  major  question, 
“What  shall  I  do,  then,  with  Jesus  who 
is  called  Christ?” 

Peter  McLeod  is  pastor.  First, 
Hattiesburg. 

larger  than  the  church!  John  3:16 
reveals  that  God’s  salvation  is  for  the 
whole  world  of  lost  men  Note  the 
mention  of  the  triune  God  in  seeking 
the  salvation  of  lost  persons.  In  3:4 
“God  our  Saviour,”  in  3:6  “Jesus  Christ 
our  Saviour”  and  in  3:5  the  term  "sav¬ 
ed  ...  by  the  renewing  of  the  Holy 
Spirit”  clearly  tell  us  that  the  new 
birth  is  in  view  in  this  chapter. 

We  see  the  following  who  are  to  be 
reached  for  Christ:  A.  The  civil 
leaders  (3:1).  The  Cretans  detested 
the  Roman  government.  One  of  the 
church  fathers  wrote,  “Cretans  are 
notoriously  turbulent,  quarrelsome, 
opposing  all-authority,  involved  in  in¬ 
surrection  and  murder  . . ."  B.  To  all 
men  outside  Christ  (3:2-7).  In  I  Tim. 
2:4  Paul  says  God  would  have  “all 
men  to  be  saved.”  Note  the  eight  sin¬ 
ful  characteristics  in  3:3.  They  truly 
needed  salvation!  C.  lb  the  false 
teachers  (3:8-11).  According  to  1:13  he 
wants  them  saved  too! 

Conclusion.  When  believers  apply 
sound  doctrine,  that  will  produce  right 
living  and  right  living  will  result  in 
our  sharing  our  faith  effectively  with 
others 

Billy  McKay  is  pastor.  First, 
Belzoni. 
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